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TIE CHIU MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. JOHNSON. 
Help in God's Time. 

Swatow, Oct. 10, 1864.—The last ac- 
counts from home, to human view seem 
dark and disheartening. But our view 
in reference to these matters is not a hu- 


man view, nor is our trust in an arm of 
flesh. 


“The Lord can clear the darkest skies, 
Can give us day fur night.” 

And in his own time and way He will. 
We must indeed carefully, actively and 
diligently prepare ourselves for any 
emergency, while we trust in Him with 
all our heart, leaning not to our own un- 
derstanding. He has never failed us. 
He never will. Though his deliverance 
and interference may not be as or when 
we expected, it surely will be vouchsafed 
tous. That glorious old song of triumph, 
“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,” 

&e. 
has been ringing in my soul for days and 
nights past. 


The Work at the Outstations. 


We will do the best we can for the 
outstations, but we canuot give them up ; 
no, not one of them. ‘They are so evi- 
dently of the Lord's own choice, and He 
has so manifestly set his seal upon them, 
that we cannot forsake them. I gave a 
short account last month of the very en- 
couraging state of things at Tie-Chia-Hu. 
Since then there has been a storm, that 
threatened for a while to destroy every- 
thing ; but our good brethren there did 
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not quail. They stood nobly at their 
posts, and all is quiet again. 

The chief magistrate desired the breth- 
ren to leave, and offered his own boat 
to convey them to Double Island. But 
no—they had come there, they said, in ae- 
cordance with the treaty, to preach the 
gospel, and to heal the sick (one of them 
is a doctor), and they could not leave 
their work till they had first communi- 
cated with us, and requested protection, 
&e., in the peaceful pursuit of their work, 
and it has been given to them. Noble 
men! ‘Thank God for their courage and 
faith. 

At Tangleng and Chang-lim every 
thing is still unsettled, since our brethren 
there were maltreated, and the house we 
had secured there was torn down by the 
mob. Nothing has been done by the av- 
thorities; but we cannot forsake the 
brethren and sisters whom God has given 
us there. And He is still there, too, 
seeking out and bringing forward his 
chosen ones. We must hold on at any 
cost. 

The rent for the year at Tat-hau-po 
has been paid; so we cannot withdraw 
from there, if we would. There are too 
signs of life among the dry bones in that 
valley of death. No, no, none of these 
posts can be abandoned. I will, God 
helping me, be responsible for them, us 
ing as far as it will go, my personal ap 


propriation, having no doubt I shall have,. 
when it is needed, what more is required.. 


‘Occupy for me’, seems to me written in. 
living characters, on every one of these 
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positions, traced by our glorious Leader’s 
own hand.. 


— 
NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON. 
Chinese Fast. 

Ningpo, Sept. 17, 1864.—I forward to 
the Rooms a Chinese proclamation for a 
Fast. It is in consequence of prevailing 
sickness, and is the usual fast under such 
circumstances. Taouist priests officiate, 
during the seven days’ fast, at the city 
temple, where are a quantity of offerings, 
consisting of fruit, nuts, vegetables, cakes, 
incense, lighted candles, &c., &c., ar- 
ranged on tables which constitute the 
“altar.” They chant prayers, sing, play 
on instruments of music, bow down and 
knock their heads in worship before the 
“altar,” which is placed before the “city- 
king-goil.” A large number of tablets 
to other gods are hung up around, before 
which are tables covered with offerings. 
A large number of scrolls, containing 
mottoes or poetic effusions respecting the 
gods, are also hung up; and long silken 
scarfs or tapestry hang in festoons from 
the beams above; thus the temple pre- 
sents a very gaudy appearance. A large 
majority of the people of the city are 
expected, during the seven days of fast- 
ing, to eat nothing but rice and vege- 
tables, and a little fruit, abstaining from 
all animal food, including fowls, eggs, 
fish, and everything that has been en- 
dowed with life. The merit consists 
chietly in avoiding the destruction of life 
for the purpose of food. 

The fast, no doubt, is useful in check- 
ing a pestilence, and promoting health ; 
and thus the object sought is obtained, 
though on entirely different principles 
from what they imagine. They suppose 
that the gods regard their fasting, and 
hear their prayers ; while the quieting of 
their minds by the precautionary meas- 
ures used, and the observing of a strict 
vegetable diet, secure, in a measure, the 
desired result. 


Nature of Chinese Divinities. 


Assam Mission. — Letter from Mr. Scott. 
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cial reference to sickness; and all their 
offerings and religious observances, 
whether pertaining to this life or the fu- 
ture, all have reference to happiness or 
ills which are of a temporal character. 
It is true, the soul, the spirit, and spirit- 
ual beings are spoken of; but they are 
treated in their religious observances as 
possessed of corporeal, sensual natures. 
They are supposed to require food, and 
raiment, and money; and their rewards 
and punishments are all of a corporeal, 
earthly nature. From these facts some 
idea may be obtained of the difficulty 
that the missionary has to contend with, 
in inculcating spiritual things. 

I rejoice that the Jubilee Fund is meet- 
ing with so much success. When will 
you send a missionary to Peking, and to 
Hankow ? 

Additions by Baptism. 

At the last communion at Ningpo, I 
baptized five, and restored one. At Jih- 
z-kong, last Sabbath, I baptized three 
converts. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. SCOTT. 
Mercies and Labors of a Year. 

Nowgong, Assam, Oct. 1, 1864.—The 
year just ended bears testimony to the 
manifold mercy of God to us. True we 
have not been spared from some aflilic- 
tions and trials of our faith; but we trust 
they have proved “more precious than 
of gold that perisheth.” Besides these, we 
have had a large share of those blessings 
which are sweet to the taste. During 
most of the year Mrs. S. has been quite 
feeble ; much of the time has been to her 
filled with intense suffering. But, per- 
haps, the greater trial to her has been to 
be hindered from the work she had plan- 
ned. Doubtless it has greatly affected 
our united labors; yet she has been able 
to accomplish much, even from her sick 
couch. We are hoping that the Lord 
will commission the cold season to re- 

store her to sound health. 
Our work has been chiefly towards our 


Most of the worship in China has spe- 


own field, the Mikirs, in instructing those 
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who come within reach, in acquiring a 
knowledge of the language and translat- 
ing such selections from Scripture, &c., 
as we shall wish to use during the com- 
ing cold season. At the same time we 
have so far acquired a knowledge of As- 
samese as to enable us partly to relieve 
br. and sr. Bronson in their work, which, 
with their poor health, presses heavily 
upon them. 
The Mikirs Seeking Light. 

The Providence of God seemed to 
thrust upon us the maintenance of a 
school for the Mikirs. We could not 
turn away from those earnestly seeking 
that truth which it is our special mission 
to give them. The sudden and general 
waking up of a nation from a sleep of 
unknown centuries, the casting away of 
former indifference, prejudices and fears, 
—a new and strange desire to drink at 
the pure fountain of Eternal Truth, are 
indications which, at the least, deserve 
this serious inquiry from the Christian 
world,—“Is not the set time for this peo- 
ple come?” “When the branch of the 
fig tree is yet tender and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh.” 

At our Sabbath service, weekly prayer 
and conference meetings, daily family 
worship, morning Bible instruction at the 
opening of school, by the wayside, wher- 
ever instruction may be gained respect- 
ing the True God, his Word, Jesus Christ 
and his atonement, there are few more 
constant attendants or so earnest listen- 
ers,—few who engage in our worship with 
more apparent feelings of true worship- 
pers, than these same wild dwellers in 
the mountains and jungles. Some of our 
pupils already “see men as trees walk- 
ing,” and eagerly bend their blind eyes 
towards the light. We trust their vision 
will soon be clear as noonday. 

Commencement of a Mikir School. 

Until the latter part of April, my Mi- 
kir pupils enjoyed only such school in- 
struction as they could glean from br. B’s 
school, which was designed and adapted 
to more advanced classes of Assamese 
youth. At that time we had about fif- 
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teen Mikir lads and young men, mostly 
of such an age as to render their labor at 
home valuable, and in many cases with 
difficulty spared. They were also living 
at my own private expense. We there- 
fore thought that a wise expenditure of 
their time and our money demanded a 
more efficient programme. Br. and sr. 
B. concurring, I secured a separate 
teacher and schoolroom, and have so con- 
tinued to this time, with results which 
gratify us, though they may not be quite 
satisfactory. I should also have added 
that one great reason for establishing a 
separate school was that the Mikir pu- 
pils were constantly annoyed by re- 
proaches and insults from the Hindu and 
Mussulman pupils, because they (the Mi- 
kirs) knelt with us in prayer and used 
the New Testament as a text-book in 
school. 

Whether you think best to adopt this 
our child or not, you will be interested 
in a few items concerning it. 


Statistics of the School. 


From our daily record I note the fol- 
lowing facts: Number of pupils in the 
Mikir school Oct. 1, 1863, 3; number 
of pupils at the time of commencing 
the separate school, May 1, 1864, 15; 
number now in attendance, 25. Whole 
number enrolled during the year from 
Oct. 1, 1863, to Oct. 1, 1864,36. Aver- 
age monthly attendance, a fraction over 
16. 

Cheering and Commendable Progress. 

I have been asked by the incredulous, 
“Can these wild men ever learn to read 
and write sufficiently well for any practi- 
eal use?” In reply, I have only to say 
that ten months ago only three or four 
of all these pupils knew the alphabet. 
Now ten of them read with us in our 
daily worship, some of them quite finent- 
ly. They have also made commendable 
progress in Arithmetic, besides giving 
much time and attention to the study of 
the Scriptures. They are active and 
willing laborers with hoe or axe or da, (a 
native tool,) and close students. Yes- 
terday I had occasion to call to account 
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three or four of my young men for be- 
ing tardy at their morning work in the 
field. They hung their heads in silence, 
and I was about to reprove them, when 
one, bolder than his companions, said, 
“Yes, it is our fault; we are ashamed. 
But last night, as we sat down to read 
God’s word and pray together before go- 
ing to sleep, we found so many good 
words that we kept on reading and talk- 
ing about them till the morning light 
came. Then we lay down to sleep, and 
overslept our time.” Ihave found on 
inquiry that they often thus spend full 
one half the night. 


Government Aid, Unconditional. 


One word more—a word of cheer— 
which is that government, seeing what 
_ we are doing for the hill and bordering 
tribes, have given us a two-years’ grant- 
in-aid to the amount of Rs. 50 per month 
for the support of a normal class at Now- 
gong school, and Rs. 10 per month for 
each village school on the hills or in the 
rural districts, to the number of fifteen 
schools, i. e., we can draw on the treasury 
to the extent of Rs. 150 per month as 
soon as we can get fifteen schools in oper- 
ation, or for as many (less than fifteen) 
as we can maintain at Rs. 10. each. 

Should we succeed in these schools, we 
are assured by government of an indefi- 
nite extension, beyond two years, of this 
grant-in-aid. In these times of pecuni- 
ary trial and high exchange, this aid is 
particularly acceptable. At the same 
time we are left free to use such books, 
and manage the schools as we think best; 
whereas the English Government, in all 
schools supported by them, require all 
school books to be entirely neutral on all 
religions, the observance of Christian, 
Hindu and Mohammedan holidays alike, 
the use of books in Bengali rather than 
Assamese. In all these respects we shall 
be obliged to differ from them essential- 
ly—as they understand. 

Help from the Union. 

Should the Executive Committee deem 
it advisable (we do not doubt their will- 
ingness), to share in the expense of this 
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school during the past year, we shall not 
refuse the proffered aid. For, notwith- 
standing our best attempts at economy, 
we find our purse somewhat more than 
emptied by reason of this extra expense. 
But should you not feel at liberty to do 
80, we shall not charge it to indifference, 
nor feel the shadow of a censure in our 
hearts. We leave the matter with you, 
and shall contentedly abide your judg- 
ment. With the aid for schools, we get 
now (from Sept. 1, probably, perhaps 
Oct. 1,) from government, and with the 
sized coat we have cut from our cloth 
for the coming year’s wear, we shall, I 
hope, shortly be even with the world 
again. 

Our prospects are rather encouraging ; 
at least, we cannot but “thank God and 
take courage.” 

Baptism—Tokens of Divine Favor. 

Oct. 3.—Since writing the above, one 
of our young men came quite unexpect- 
edly and earnestly desired baptism. His 
thorough Christian walk before all the 
people for the last four or five months, 
and the touching story of his wanderings 
in idolatry and his wonderful entrance 
into the light and life of the “new crea- 
ture in Christ” left no doubt of his fit- 
ness to be numbered with the people of 
God. Accordingly, yesterday I baptized 
one of the happiest converts I ever saw. 
By birth he is not a Mikir, but from anoth- 
er tribe. When a child, being sickly, his 
parents, thinking he would die soon, or 
only live to be an expense to them, sold 
him to some Mikirs, who bought him from 
pity. He has lived with these Mikirs 
most of his life, and is in his ways a real 
Mikir. He has but an average intellect, 
but the Holy Spirit has truly given him 
deep insight into the hidden mysteries of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Another Mi- 
kir is waiting for baptism. Thus the 
Lord is giving us tokens of his favor. 


MISSION TO THE SHANS. 
LETTER FROM MR. BIXBY. 
Toungoo, July 8, 1864.—We wrote by 
the last semi-monthly mail,—giving an 
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account of our travels, reverses, successes 
and hopes, particularly among the moun- 
tain tribes between Toungoo and Cam- 
boza.* 

I will now give a few additional par- 
ticulars. 

We are receiving almost daily visits 
from several intelligent Shans who seem 
almost persuaded to be Christians. I 
cannot but think the Lord is working in 
them to will and to do his pleasure. 

Paloung Convert. 

Among them is one Paloung, formerly 
from the extreme north-east on the bor- 
ders of China. His tribe subsist by rais- 
ing tea. They havea distinct language, 
which resembles the dialects of Hither 
India rather than Farther India, and his 
figure, features, and complexion indicate 
a relationship to the tribes that inhabit 
the interior of Hindustan. But he speaks 
and writes both Burmese and Shan. His 
own language is unwritten. His tribe is 
said to be numerous, with a native Tsaub- 
wa who takes rank with the highest 
chieftains in the Shan country. This 
man, after visiting me for three years at 
intervals, at length declares his faith in 
Jesus Christ and begs to be baptized. 
We think favorably of him. 

Representative of the Kathaes. 

We have also been visited occasionally 
by a Kathae, a representative of a tribe 
or nation, once powerful, living between 
Chittagong and Assam, to the west of 
Ava. In some respects he resembles the 
Shans, many of whom are said to live in 
that country; but more especially the 
tribes of Northern India, to whose reli- 
gion he adheres. He informs me that a 
large number of his tribe live in and 
about Ava, the descendants of prisoners 
taken by Burmese kings in the wars 
which have taken place between the two 
countries. They still speak their own 
language, but more particularly learn 
Burmese, as all other tribes living in 
Burmah are sure to do. 

No effort has as yet been put forth to 
evangelize this tribe. My first thought, 


*See Mag. for Feb. p. 35. 
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after learning these facts, was, I will try 
to raise up a missionary from among 
these exiles, who still speaks their lan- 
guage as well as the Burmese, and send 
him up there to herald in the day; but 
cannot yet speak of results. Is it not a 
legitimate subject for prayer and effort ? 


The Padoungs. 

In my last letter 1 mentioned a Pa- 
doung from Mobyaé, who came down in 
company with the Geckhos. He return- 
ed with them, but after two days’ jour- 
ney, left the company and came back to 
Toungoo. He gave the reason for this 
step as follows: He had pondered by 
the way the things he had heard of the 
teacher ; they had deeply impressed his 
mind; he wanted to know more about 
them; he was the first of his tribe who 
had heard about Jesus Christ, and he 
wanted all his people to hear; he did 
not understand enough to be their teach- 
er; though if he came back to the teacher 
and studied books, he would soon be able 
to teach his people, and perhaps he could 
persuade the teacher to go home with 
him after the rains are over. Of course, 
I took him with joy, and at once put him 
to the study of the Burmese language. 
He is doing well. He is a sprightly 
young man, about twenty-five years of 
age, and speaks Shan perfectly. He 
gives interesting descriptions of his peo- 
ple. The village to which he belongs has 
300 houses. They are ruled by an inde- 
pendent Tsaubwa of their own tribe. 
We saw some of this tribe in our journey 
to Mobyaé. The road is now open, and 
we have an outstation within one day’s 
march of the village referred to above. 
Near this people are the Geckhos, Sau- 
koos, Brecs, Harshwes and Tarus, to 


whom I am trying to give the bread of 


life as a part of the plan for evangeliz- 
ing the Shan country. 
God’s Method—An Open Field. 

The Lord’s ways are high above our 
ways. Could I have had my own way, 
we would have pressed right through 
Camboza and made a strike at Western 
China; but the Lord would have the 
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Divine leaven work according to its law, 
leavening the nearest particles first, and 
expanding outwards. His will be done. 
But I do not think we shall need to tar- 
ry long by the way. The time is draw- 
ing near when “a nation will be born in 
aday.” “Say not—four months.” 

Helps are already springing up among 
these newly discovered tribes. The 
‘*teacher’s” name and influence are rap- 
idly extending, heralded by the chiefs 
and their subjects, and request after re- 
quest has already reached me for teach- 
ers. It isa real Macedonian cry. Let 
us heed it; let us believe in it; let us 
follow it, and not say, “O, itis a little 
elannish excitement, which will soon pass 
away; it is all because they think you 
will bring to them some worldly advan- 

The Duty of Christians. 

We have prayed that the Lord would 
open “a wide door and effectual ;” let us 
not shut it by our infidelity. We have 
prayed that the dark places of the earth 
might be opened to the glorious light of 
the gospel; they are being opened ;—let 
us not prevent many mighty works by 
our unbelief. We have prayed the Lord 
of the harvest to send forth laborers in- 
to his vineyard ;—let us not, when a man 
starts up to go, throw around him a net- 
work of difficulties, doubts and draw- 
backs. Let us rather bid him God speed, 
even though we may not see light in his 
path. God has not promised to give us 
light on our brother's path ; but to every 
faithful servant He will surely give light 
ample and in due time. We have long 
prayed for the conversion of the world,— 
that God would ride forth, a mighty Con- 
queror, to subdue the nations to Himself. 
Let us not exclaim, then, when a small 
detachment or a picket is taken, “It is 
impossible, it is an exaggeration !” 

We go forth as sowers, to sow. We 
are commanded to sow in the morning 
and in the evening, and to “sow by the 
side of all waters.” We are not to stop 
to see whether there is little or much 
earth here, or stony ground or thorns 
there. We are not at liberty to say, ‘I 
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will not sow on this spot because there is 
no hope; I will not sow there because 
Ihave no confidence in the soil.’ We 
are to sow everywhere ;—in the wilder- 
ness, for “the wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad for them”—in the des- 
ert, for even “the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose.” 

Some of our sowings will undoubtedly 
bring forth blighted grain, or no grain at 
all; but should we be discouraged ? 
Some of our plans may prove futile, and 
our fondest hopes may be blasted ; but 
who would sneer, who would depreciate 
the laborer ? 

When the Great Husbandman sowed, 
“some seed fell by the wayside, some on 
stony ground, and some among thorns.” 
Three parts out of four failed to produce 
fruit. Was He disappointed? Did He 
withhold? Did any disparage Him ? 
Did the angels criticise Him? Did any 
but the jealous, the envious, the wicked, 
call Him “rash,” “ambitious,” presumptu- 
ous ? 

“The servant is not greater than his 
Lord ;” therefore let him 
Bind reproach and human scorn, 

A wreath around his brow, 
For He who wore Judea’s thorns 
Is crowned with glory now. 


A Whole Village Abandoning Idolatry. 

July 12.—Moung Pho Min has just re- 
turned to his field of labor, after a short 
visit to town. His is the village where 
we spent our first Sabbath on our way to 
the Shan States. They promised then’ 
to build a zayat. Now they have a za- 
yat and a teacher. Twenty-one boys 
and girls attend school regularly; the 
men and women also come in to learn to 
read when they are able. They worship 
every night and three times on Sunday 
at the chapel. All work is laid aside on 
Sunday. They have abandoned koung 
(ardent spirit) and the worship of devils. 
Here is the case of a whole village turn- 
ing to the Lord. 

Wah Bo, the chief of Karen Khoung, 
who was our first guide on our late jour- 
ney, has applied to government for a 
grant of timber to build a substantial za- 
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yat, having covenanted with me to build 
and support a chapel, provided I will fur- 
nish a good Burmese teacher. There 
are several small Shan settlements in 
that vicinity, and now two of their prin- 
cipal men are here listening daily to the 
truth. To-day they assured me that 
when Wah Bo’s chapel is done, they will 
all come and worship with us. 

The chief of one of these settlements 
intends to go up to Moonaé after the 
rains to bring down his relatives and 
friends ; and, as they have here an abund- 
ance of good land, free of taxation for the 
first five years, and a government that 
protects them in all their rights, these set- 
tlements are sure to grow and become 
permanent. 


New Road to Shan Land. 


There is now a movement made to 
plant a settlement of Shans in the Lapet 
Ing valley, where there was once a large 
body of water, but now only a small 
stream, with rich rice fields, The 
Geckho road to the Shan States, which 
was opened by us, runs through this val- 
ley. More than one thousand bullocks, 
it is said, have passed through there 
since we returned, going and coming to 
and from the Shan country. It saves 
them five nights’ sleep by the way over 
all other routes. Some of these people 
saw the deep, rich, unoccupied soil of 
this valley, and asked permission to come 
and settle on it, which the chief granted, 
and it has since been confirmed by the 
local government. 

A Shan settlement here would doubt- 
less prosper, and become a help in reach- 
ing the Shan country. 

There is a strong feeling in the Shan 
country against their oppressive Bur- 
mese rulers, and a determination to shake 
off the galling yoke. If they could be 
assured of British protection, the people 
with their chiefs would rise en masse and 
drive the Burmans from their territory. 
But at present their only hope of relief 
is to flee : and, while their country is far 
preferable to British Burmah, and the 
climate far more salubrious, yet whole 
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villages are begging to be taken down 
to Toungoo. 

One _ Tsaubwa, said to be only second 
in authority and rank, attempted to es- 
cape with his followers; but all were 
taken or cut down except himself. He 
managed to escape, and came into Toung- 
00, destitute and alone. 

He says there are ten thousand peo- 
ple watching for a chance to come; but 
the Burmese authorities keep the roads 
blockaded. This chief was a prominent 
leader in the late rebellion in the. Shan 
country. 

In Burmese Camboza there are nine 
Tsaubwas of almost kingly rank; they 
are not only vassals to the Burman king, 
but he puts a Lieut. Governor over them, 
to rule with a rod of iron. Each Tsaub- 
wa is required to put a daughter in the 
king’s harem, and the eldest son, the 
heir to the Tsaubwaship, must live at 
Mandelay ; therefore he has great power 
over them. “Might makes right” with 
the king. 

Promise of the Shan Mission. 

But a change is destined to come, and 
we think soon. The whole country will 
soon be open to the gospel. We have 
access now to more than we can occupy. 
Let us be ready to go up and. possess the 
land. I am surprised that there is so 
little interest felt in the Shan mission ; 
I do not mean in the missionaries, but in 
the field. How wide itis! How popu- 
lous! How rapidly itis opening! What 
a multitude of races! I have heard of 
no less than thirty dialects; but nearly 
or quite all speak Shan or Burmese. 

What a field! We have no other that 
can be compared with it. Yet how few 
and feeble the laborers! How long, O 
Lord, how long ? 


Decision and Self-denial of a Native 
Preacher. 


When the Geckho chief Neghyau, se- 
lected Moung Ong to be his teacher, the 
young man was called upon to decide 
whether he would go. He was very use- 
fully employed and pleasantly situated, 
and we were afraid he would not like to 


go. It would involve much self-denial 
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and personal sacrifice. It was no light 
thing to give up his position as teacher 
in the school, as well as preacher in the 
town, and his studies with us, of which 
he was very fond, to leave the comforts 
of a city life to go far into the mountains, 
to live alone with a half-savage people 
and take. mountain fare. 
It was a great undertaking, and he had 
not even a wife to share his sorrows. 
He had onlyeone day to decide the mo- 
mentous question. He was not seen much 
that day. In the evening he came to me 
with a subdued, but cheerful countenance. 
“Well, Moung Ong, what about going 
home with Neghyau ?” Lasked. “Teach- 
er,” he replied, “when people are thirsty 
we must give them water; by and by, 
when their thirst is gone, we cannot make 
them drink.” 
_ The question was decided. He was 
ready to hazard his life for Christ’s sake. 

A supply of medicines was procured, 
instructions were given and we commend- 
ed him to the Lord and his grace. The 
next morning early he slung his quarto 
Bible on the back of a wild Geckho, and 
went to the mountains to be the first set- 
tled preacher in Geckho Proper. 

Precious freight that Geckho bore 
away with him to his mountain home. 
How unconscious of its hidden store—its 
future fund of blessing! What a light 
that precious book will be on those dark 
mountains! How delightful it will be to 
trace it in its mighty working! 

The Divine leaven is in the heart of 
Geckho. Who will follow that Bible, that 
teacher, that tribe, with daily prayer, 
with earnest supplication ! 

Specific Prayer for Missions. 

Do we not need more specific prayer 
for our missions ? 

Let the friends of missions look over 
the field, take into careful consideration 
its waste places, view its wants and woes 
until the spirit becomes burdened with 
the souls of men who are perishing, and 
then settle the mind on some field, as the 
Geckho tribe, or the Saukoo tribe, or 
Brec tribe, or the Padoung tribe, as a sub- 
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prayers, general, random prayers, where 
no want is recognized, no necessity felt, 
however sincere they may be, are want- 
ing in the elements of that “effectual, 
fervent prayer that availeth much.” If 
the fields be properly studied, and the 
Lord be diligently inquired of, there will 
be some barren spot for each praying soul 
to water with his or her tears. Let such 
friends write to the missionaries who know 
most of the fields on which their minds 
have rested when most prayerful and 
spiritual, and they will get information re- 
specting their wants, and woes, and weal, 
and will be the better prepared to lay 
them before Him who has never said to 
Israel, “Seek ye my face in vain.” 

Then let those friends plead in behalf 
of their fields at the monthly concerts, 
and enlist the sympathies of others with 
their own, and appoint meetings espe- 
cially to pray for such fields. Then it 
may be the Lord will open a way for 
them to become executors of their own 
prayers, either by a personal consecra- 
tion to missionary work, or by the em- 
ployment of native preachers. Thus the 
work of missions might be carried on most 
effectually, at home. 

May we not all learn a lesson from 
this devoted young preacher, who three 
years ago came to me a dark-minded 
heathen ? 

Will not the Executive Committee, 
will not the American churches, will not 
young pastors and teachers, ponder well 
the remark of Moung Shwee Ong ?— 
“When the people are thirsty, we must 
give them water; by and by, when their 
thirst is gone, we cannot make them 
drink.” 


More Helpers Needed. 


Can one missionary give the water of 
life to these numerous Shan tribes ?— 
Can it be expected that one man can ex- 
plore and preach, plant and train church- 
es, establish and teach schools, superin- 
tend the work of raising up and guiding 
a multitude of teachers and take charge 
of all the interests of the mission, and 


ject for daily intercession. Desultory 


not break down ? 
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It is impossible! I cannot continue 
long with this great burden upon me. 
If I fall, it will be a long time before an- 
other man can take up the work where 
I lay it down. 

We ought to have two new missionaries 
at once, one to take charge of our train- 
ing school for teachers and preachers 
with Mrs. Bixby, who cannot possibly do 
the work needed with her many cares, 
alone ; and I want to relieve her in part 
at least, that she may employ her knowl- 
edge of languages in the preparation of 
tracts and books for the Shans. 

Then I want a man to rove with me, 
one who is fond of adventure, afraid of 
nothing but sin, capable of long-contin- 
ued privations and hardships, inured 
to toil, burning with love for souls, will- 
ing to hazard his life for them, “full of 
faith and the Holy Ghost.” 

It is not safe for a man to travel alone 
over these mountains, where wild beasts 
abound, where the cholera and jungle 
fevers prevail, and where the people are 
little better than savages. But until you 
send help from your many sanctuaries, I 
must doit. I hear the “sound of a go- 
ing,” and must go to the battle. Hither- 
to God has covered my defenceless head. 

On the eve of our departure from 
Providence, my dear friend and brother, 
Dr Caldwell, said to me, “Br. Bixby, live 
twenty-five years.” It was a sentence 
fullof meaning. I understood its import 
well. 

Not long since, by a gentle hint, he re- 
minded me of this remark, thinking prob- 
ably that he had seen at least circum- 
stantial proof that it had been forgotten 
or unheeded. Since my journey to the 
Shan country I have a stronger desire 
than ever to live twenty-five years; but 
am coming to think that one of the con- 
ditions of the fulfilment of the brotherly 
injunction should be that he shall find and 
forward to me immediately a faithful co- 
adjutor. “A word to the wise.” 

If all our churches and pastors had 
the spirit of consecration, so conspicuous 

in Moung Ong, above mentioned, it 
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would be supplied with means and men. 
It is but too well known that appeals 
often made but disregarded tend to har- 
den the heart against all appeals. There- 
fore I am afraid the Committee have be- 
come appeal-hardened. Aya I mistaken ? 
O,I did hope this grand jubilee year 
would have a glorious beginning! 
But alas! No, I will not give vent to any 
more feeling of discouragement, for it is 
not yet too late to realize our fondest 
hopes. And “the pleasures of hope,” in 
this instance, are certainly better than 
the “pleasures of memory.” 
Tidings from the Geckho Preacher. 

23.—We have received a very satis- 
factory letter from Moung Ong. He was 
well received by the people everywhere, 
especially in the village where he is to 
reside. He entered at once upon the 
work of preaching, teaching the people 
to read, healing the sick, and comfort- 
ing the afflicted. He was able at once, 
with the chief Neghyau’s consent and aid, 
to open daily evening worship at which 
the people generally attend ;—even those 
who do not understand, bow with them 
around the altar of prayer. On the Sab- 
bath he preaches three times, and all the 
people attend. 

He had been able to restore to health 
several persons who were ill, by the bless- 
ing of God on his medicines, and the 
people have given up their offerings to 
evil spirits. They do not yet abandon 
their “koun x ;” but he thinks they will do 
so when they know more of the law.— 
Their prejudices against ponies are giv- 
ing way, and the chief proposes to pur- 
chase one for himself and one for Moung 
Ong. 

He says, “It is a small matter whether 
I have or do not have a pony ; but it isa 
cause of great encouragement to see their 
superstitions die away.” 

The Gospel Pulling Down Prejudices. 

The power of the gospel to pull down 
strong holds and remove all superstitions 


and prejudices is truly wonderful. 
Things which have been the cause of 


would not be long before all our missions 


many a bloody affray, prejudices and hate 
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eration to generation, melt away like 
snow in summer before the rays of our 
gospel sun. There wasa striking exam- 
ple of this in the late baptism which I re- 
ported in my last letter.* To facilitate 
my work, I m@quested the people of the 
several villages represented to meet me 
in.a deep gorge between the villages, 
where a mountain stream had chiselled 
out a beautiful baptistery, and I would 
baptize them all at the same time. “No, 
no, no,” they say, “that will notdo. We 
cannot all be baptized in the same wa- 
ter!” “But how is that?” I asked.— 
They referred to some old animosities. 
Amused, I exclaimed, “What! are not 
your old hearts dead yet ? Are you going 
to take them with you into the church? 
What have you to do with dead hearts ? 
Why ! Were you not washed in the same 
blood ? Are you not joined to one Spirit ? 
Are you not going to the same heavenly 
home? Who will put up a wall of parti- 
tion between you there ?” 
“QO, never mind, never mind, teacher. 
We will be baptized in the same water.” 


Christian Mountain Echoes. 


Friday and Saturday were spent in ex- 
amining candidates. On Saturday two 
companies were formed at the two nearest 
villages that hang to the sides of the 
mountains, on either side of the gorge 
where we found the baptistery. At the 
ringing of a large gong in the morning of 
the Lord’s day they were all to move 
down the hill and meet for worship in the 
valley. At 9 o’clock the gong was rung, 
and the company on our side went down 
the steep mountain, a motley multitude of 
men, women and children, dressed in 
their best crimson silks. It was an in- 
teresting scene, far surpassing anything 
I had ever witnessed before. 

Seeing and hearing nothing of the oth- 
er party, one of our number called out to 
them. There was an immediate reply ; 
then our whole company shouted out, and 
were responded to by the whole company 
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on the other side, their voices echoing and 
reéchoing among the mountains. 

They soon emerged from the thick jun- 
gle and greeted each other most cordially 
as brethren in the Lord. They then 
joined in praise to God. “The solitary 
place was glad for them.” 

“Break forth into singing, ye moun- 
tains.” “Sing, O ye heavens, shout ye 
lower parts of the earth, for the Lord hath 
done it.” “The voice of my beloved ! be- 
hold, he cometh leaping upon the moun- 
tains, skipping upon the hills.” “The 
winter is past ; the rain is over and gone ; 
the flowers appear on the earth ; the time 
of the singing of birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land; 
the fig tree putteth forth her green figs, 
and the vines with the tender grapes give 

a good smell.” 

“Let my beloved come into his garden 
and eat his pleasant fruits.” 


Visits to the Several Tribes. 


25—Moung Ah has just returned to the 
mountains after a short visit to Toungoo. 
He has now gone on an expedition 
through the tribes, the Geckhos, Sau- 
koos, Brees, Harshwes, and Padoungs, to 
the eastern Red Karens, in company 
with Moung Shwa Yah, the government 
agent for the Geckhos, who goes on impor- 
tant business. Moung Ah goes asa writ- 
er, and he will not fail to preach by the 
way. I have sent letters to the several 
chiefs in that region. Our Padoung pu- 
pil was required to go as guide. He re- 
luctantly left us, but promises to return 
with the expedition, and bring some of 
his people with him. We hope to hear 
a good report on the return of these 
Christian men, and trust they may do 
something towards opening the country 
to the gospel. 
We look forward to next dry season 
with deep interest. We are now training 
teachers for the newly opened fields. 

How to Receive Trials, 

Toungoo, August 10, 1864. have 
written of the good things of our mission. 
Shall I not tell also of the evil ? 


*See Mag. for Jan. pp. 19,20. 


“We receive good at the hand of God, 
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and shall we not receive evil ?” A vine 
so recently planted as the Shan Mission, 
in so fertile a soil, and springing into so 
rapid a growth, would be in danger of 
running to rank foliage rather than ripe 
fruit, were it not for an occasional wintry 
blast or biting frost. The cold winter of 
adversity, no less than the warm sun- 
shine of prosperity, contributes to a full 
harvest. Indeed, there is no adversity to 
the full believer. Affliction full of pro- 
found sorrow has a profounder joy, and a 
joy that is the fruitage of sorrow. 

The Jews, it is said, open their windows 
in a thunder storm, because they expect 
their Messiah will come amid mighty 
thundering and lightnings. Those who 
are Jews inwardly, if they wear what an 
old author calls “one of the seven beams 
of Divine knowledge,” will throw open 
their hearts, to receive their approaching 
Lord when the storm beats, the winds 
howl and the thunders roar ; for amid the 
foam of every rough sea, He comes walk- 
ing on the waves. 

The first Shan and Burmese church of 
Toungoo has had its trials, and those trials 
have fallen heavily on the heart of him 
whose lot it is to have the care of the 
churches. We have said little about those 
trials; for when faith has dealt with them 
up to the time of putting them on paper, 
the darkness turns to light, the night to 
day, the tin to gold ;—the keenness of 
disappointment, regret or grief turns in- 

to rejoicing, that God vouchsafes to us 
the sterner mercies. Faith is the stone 
that turns every thing it touches into 
gold—the philosopher’s dream, the Chris- 
tian’s verity. 
Exclusions from the Church. 

It is a painful operation to cut off 
from the church the members over whom 
we have wept and prayed, and for whom 
we have all but laid down our lives ; and 
particularly is it trying to sever our con- 
nection with those who seemed to be pil- 
lars in our spiritual temple, and, accor- 
ding to human vision, were the hope of 
the church for the future. God will not 

allow us to build on any human founda- 
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Last year we mentioned one member 
who was cast off for the sin of bigamy. 
Now we lose another from the same 
cause, Moung Wine, whom I have often 
mentioned before. For a long time he 
struggled against the temptation; but it is 
fashionable to have several wives, and un- 
fortunately we have no law to prevent 
it. He had a good salary from govern- 
ment; and as most native men in govern- 
ment employ, sooner or later, get two or 
more wives, or turn off old ones and get 
new at pleasure, he at length, after a hard 
struggle with conscience, broke over all 
restraint, left his real wife, who is in fee- 
ble health and a disciple, and took a dash- 
ing young girl, a heathen, continuing to 
his real wife only an irregular and uncer- 
tain support. We could do no more and 
no less than exclude him from the church. 
But there ought to be a stringent law to 
prevent such conduct. I cannot think 
but Moung Wine isa converted man, and 
that he will yet repent of his sin. He ran 
well for a season, and even now declares 
he has not forsaken his God. 

The heathen, notwithstanding the sin 
is so common among themselves and is 
winked at, true to the instincts of human 
nature, made a great talk about Moung 
Wine, because he was a professed disciple 
of Christ. I rejoice to know that they ree- 
ognize a higher standard of morality in 
our church than they claim for them- 
selves. 

We have had recently another painful 
ease. An influential Burman disciple 
was found in a gambling room with cards 
in his possession ; and while it was not 
proved that he had actually played games 
of chance for money, it was clearly estab- 
lished that he had loaned money to gam- 
bling parties for enormous profits, thereby 
countenancing the unlawful and dishon- 
est gain and participating in it. He 
claimed that on his part it was not gam- 
bling but legitimate money-letting. We 
claimed that he was as wicked as any of 
them, and more so, for he had had greater 
light, and we made an example of him 
without delay. 


tion, or look to man for strength. 


The church feels the blow, but is better 
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off without than with such members. 
Still the exclusion of three, influential 
though they all are, in three years, in a 
membership of nearly fifty, is not a very 
heavy percentage. Two or three more 
may need the pruning knife, or weeding 
hook, but the majority, for aught I know, 
walk as well as church members usually 
do at home. 

Some of the Shans live by trading and 
therefore are often absent, some of them 
for months together ; which weakens the 
working force of the church ; but when 
they return, they appear steadfast in the 
faith. It is difficult to keep the Shans to- 
gether ; but if I could thoroughly instruct 
them in the Scriptures, there would be 
hope that some good seed might be scat- 
tered by them as they go from place to 
place. 


Overworked—Necessity of Aid. 


My field has grown so large and the 
work has grown soon my hands, that I 
cannot do one half as much as ought to 
be done in Biblical instruction. My bur- 
den is heavy ; I cannot carry it ; some of 
the interests of the mission must surely 
suffer, if we do not ourselves break down. 

The rains have been unusually severe ; 
the whole country except the mountains 
is flooded. There isa great amount of 
dysentery and fever among the natives. 
For a few weeks the health of myself and 
family has been impaired. Both children 
have been poorly, so much so as to cause 
much solicitude for nearly three months. 
Mrs. Bixby had labored hard without 
change for more than three years. Be- 
sides the care of her family, she has ta- 
ken upon herself all the teaching that she 
_ could possibly do to relieve me, and she 
had become much worn, so much so that 
I began to be alarmed, and persuaded 
her to take the two children and go to 
Rangoon, for a season of rest and a change 
of air. 

Iremain to keep up the work of the 
mission, and particularly our Normal 
school, on which we must rely mainly, if 
not wholly, for teachers, to fill the newly 
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Still I need rest, if not a change, for a 
few weeks. I have preached, and lectur- 
ed, and taught, more or less, every day 
for months, and for two weeks with an in- 
termittent fever which returns every oth- 
er day, and sometimes every day. 

I cannot bear the thought of giving up 
the school, but may be compelled to do so 
for a season. 

How I wish I had a little help! some- 
body to fall back upon, when worn out 
with care and toil! But it is work— 
work—work—and die! “The rest re- 
maineth.” 

We have no professors, teachers, editors, 
secretaries, agents or unemployed minis- 
ters here, that we can call upon for help 
in our emergency. No, not even a good 
substantial deacon, or Sabbath school su- 
perintendent or teacher, who can take 
the pastor’s place fora day. I have not 

an assistant in the field who was ever em- 
ployed elsewhere, and one only who was 
a baptized believer three years ago. I 
have useful men, full of promise for the 
future ; but I cannot leave them without 
supervision, nor can I lean upon them. 
I must hold them up. Who will come to 
help us in this great work? It is no 
wonder that missionaries break down. 
It is a wonder that so many live so long. 


Influence of Correspondence. 


The last mail brought us a few good 
letters, mainly from Providence, which 
greatly comforted us, and strengthened 
our hands ; but letters are few and short. 
Who ever thinks of writing to a mission- 
ary ? If brethren and sisters would have 
stirring letters from mission fields, let 
them speak personally to their mission- 
aries. Ifthey cannot do it by letter, let 
them do it through the Macedonian and 
Magazine, or the religious papers. — 
Streams dry up that are never fed. All 
the missionaries get the Magazine and 
Macedonian. Why not open those peri- 
odicals to the churches, that they may 
speak to their missionaries, as well as to 
the ministers, that they may speak to the 
churches ? 


opened fields next dry season. 


No body can be expected to give— 
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give—and never receive. Communica- 
tions must be mutual; and if a way could 
be devised which would put the churches 
in direct living, communication with the 
missionaries, as well as the missionaries 
with the churches, our moral power would 
be greatly enhanced. 

As the ocean sends her misty treasures 
back to the mountains, and waters every 
hill and dale, and receives therefrom 
thousands of living streams of pure water, 
so let the church first serd broadcast over 
their mission fields words of love and good 
cheer. and they will receive such returns 
as will fill the whole land with rejoicing. 
May the Lord lead us where the hidden 
springs of life and action lie, and help us 
to touch them in the right place and at 
the right time. 

More Baptisms, 

Last Sabbath I baptized seven, from 
five racesor tribes, and there are now 
five applicants for baptism, all Shans. 

Our three churches now number about 
one hundred members, and we expect 
soon, if the Lord will, to form an Associa- 
tion. 

Pray the Lord to spare my life until 
the gospel reaches China from the west. 
And if you have any young man who 
enters into this scheme fully, other things 
being equal, send him speedily to Toung- 
00. 

We await with the deepest interest the 
reports of the annual meeting, the grand 
jubilee. What will our next jubilee 
bring forth? The fulfilment of our fond- 
est hopes and wildest dreams concerning 
Camboza and Sinim. 

Resting in Rangoon. 

Rangoon, Sept. 19, 1864. — Having 
been harrassed and weakened by an in- 
termittent fever, which had followed me 
for several weeks, I concluded to seek a 
change, lest by too long delay I might 
be disabled for travelling next season. 
The theological department of my school 
was therefore closed ; but to improve the 
long days of the long journey on the riv- 
er, and to make the most of their oppor- 
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men whom I intend to locate in the dry 
season among the Geckhos. 

Expedition of Native Assistants. 

Since my arrival in Rangoon, Moung 

Oh has returned from the expedition to 

Mobyaé and Karennee, having been as 

far as Pokhai, the chief who has given 

the Christians so much trouble. 

He was well received throughout the 

length and breadth of Karennee, except 

among Pokhai’s people, where it was 

found necessary to be silent about Chris- 

tianity, on account of the strong preju- 
dices of the people, and because he was 
in an expedition that was sent to concili- 
ate Pokhai, and induce him, if possible, 
to discontinue his depredations on the 
Paku Christians. Whether they have 
succeeded or not remains to be seen; 
but he made fair promises. 

But in other parts of Karennee, and 
particularly among the Padoungs, in 
Mobyaé, the assistants were well receiv- 
ed. Friendly messages were brought 
back to me, with earnest requests that 
1 should visit them at an early day. 

My Padoung pupil, who lefi me relue- 
tantly, because his services were requir- 
ed as a guide, has returned according to 
his promise, bringing with him six of his 
countrymen, who now await my return 
at Toungoo. Iam anxious to get back 
again on their account, as well as others, 
for many and urgent are the claims of 
my mission. 

The Work in Rangoon. 

Br. Brayton has a large and prosper- 
ous school, and every member of his fam- 
ily, including Mrs. Rose, his daughter, 
is efficiently employed in it. Br. Rose 
is laboring with earnestness and a good 
degree of success among the Burmans. 
He has just come in from a twenty days’ 
tour in the jungles, where he has had en- 
couragement. 

He has also a zayat not far from his 
house, in a most favorable location, where 
large numbers of Burmans call to hear 
the gospel and get books. 

The Pwo Karens, under Mrs. Mary 


tunities, I took with me the six young 


Brayton Rose’s instructions, have attain- 
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ed a higher degree of excellence in sing- 
ing, than any other people that I have 
ever known in Burmah. 

It is delightful to sing with them, and 
to hear them sing the praise of God. Br. 
and sister Brayton are doing a great and 
good work among the Pwos, and deserve 
all the help and encouragement you can 
give them. They greatly need an asso- 
ciate, and you could scarcely do better 
than to send them a good missionary and 
wife at once. 

Br. Stevens is laboring still with cheer- 
ing success. The pastor baptized five 
yesterday. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 

Fifteen Preachers Sent Out—Baptisms. 

Oct. 5, 1864.—We are just now dis- 
missing our Karen Normal School, and 
sending out its pupils as ministers of the 
gospel. When this letter reaches Bos- 
ton, fifteen of our pupils, at least, will be 
“holding forth the word of life” to their 
countrymen. Do aid us by your prayers. 

Last Sabbath was a happy, solemn day 
to ushere. After a short prayer meet- 
ing in the morning, we repaired to the 
river, where I baptized five converts. 

In the forenoon all were in the house 
of God, and listened most attentively 
while we declared to them what Paul 
declared to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 1: 23, 
24), that Christ, though “foolishness” to 
the heathen, is the “power of God” to 
them that are called; hence He must be 
preached.* 

In the afternoon we commemorated the 
dying love of Jesus. I too had earnestly 
desired to eat this feast with these disci- 
ples before they went to their important 
work. 

Monthly Concert. 

In the evening we had our monthly 
concert of prayer for the conversion of 
the heathen. Ah, there is a meaning to 
this concert here, surrounded as we are 
by the heathen and their dumb idols. 


*The Karens sometimes go around the cross 
in the presence of the worst Burmese scoffers. 
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Yet we too read the 62nd chapter of 
Isaiah, and took the whole world in our 
prayers before the throne. 

Conversions and Baptisms. 

It is a time of some interest with us 
now. All the older disciples seem to be 
firm in the faith. Iam hearing of some 
conversions here and there. Since our 
last Associational meeting about thirty 
have been baptized. We hope God will 
appear in mercy; that He will call in his 
elect here. However this may be, his 
“word will accomplish that whereunto 
He hath sent it.” 

Patriotic Emotion. 

Still our hearts are pained at the war 
news from America. I assure you, there 
is only one cause dearer to us than that 
of our beloved country. Were we re- 
leased from this work, we would bend 
our steps to our bleeding country—to the 
scene of action—“to the front.” 


TAVOY MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. COLBURN. 
Responsibility of the Missionary. 

Maulmain, Oct. 3, 1864.—While we 
endeavor to lean upon Goi’s unfailing 
promises, it is still refreshing to be occa- 
sionally reminded of the interest of our 
friends in us, and of their prayers for the 
ultimate triumph of that gospel which 
we have come hither to proclaim to those 
who know little of its exceeding precious- 
ness. 

The preacher’s responsibility is great 
even at home, where men form their own 
opinions ; but it seems to be still greater 
here, where those at all inclined to listen 
to the word of lifes receive the “teach- 
er’s” dictum on a par with the word of 
God, and where, too, the word preached 
is unto the great mass “a savour of 
death.” 

Your heart has ached over the moral 
desolation of the heathen, and the re- 
cording angel has noted many tears that 
you have shed on account of it; but you 
would weep again, and entreat more 
earnestly for the fulfilment of prophecy, 
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if you could look upon this generation of 
men, with fine figures, and intellectual 
faces, and generous dispositions, yet liv- 
ing in the dark,—and O, how great is 
that darkness,—when all their science is 
most absurd and false, and all their his- 
tory, incongruous fables, to say nothing 
of their religious notions,—and doomed 
to eternal death. 

Isay a generation doomed ; because 
here in Maulmain, more highly favored 
with long-continued missionary labors 
than any other place in Burmah, less 
than one-fourth of one per cent., i.e., 
Jess than one soul in every four hun- 
dred, has embraced Christ, and will es- 
cape the “wrath to come.” 


Personal Blessings and Duties. 


God has been good to us, much better 
than we have deserved. We have form- 
ed true friends for associates at this sta- 
tion; and have also a pleasant corres- 
pondence with some other missionaries 
whom we have never seen. 

We have been favored with frequent 
letters from home, and more than all with 
a contented mind, which is “a continual 
feast.”” We have not seen the moment 
that we regretted our decision to come 
to Burmah. At times we have had a 
deep sense of our unfitness to feed the 
flock of Christ, and have yearned for 
that entire consecration of heart to God 
so manifest in the life of our worthy pio- 
neer in the mission cause, and in the life 
of the youthful pioneer of the Tavoy 
station. O for that sensible communion 
with God, which Judson and Boardman 
felt habitually! Without it I am noth- 
ing, and worse than nothing as a minis- 
ter of Christ here where example is of 
such great importance. 

But this is not all; my obligations to 
Him who has redeemed me, and who will 
shortly be my judge, requires from me a 
whole heart. Itisa justdemand. There 
is nothing in this world that should tempt 
me to withhold it. I cannot feel satis- 
fied without it. I must, I must “cleave 
unto the Lord Jesus Christ with full pur- 
pose of heart.” 
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Though I had grieved so much over 
my slow progress, I could not say that it 
was difficult for me “to communicate 
with those about me in broken sentences,” 
even before the expiration of six months. 
But to become familiar with a language 
so unlike our own is a long and tedious 
process. The eye, the ear, and all the 
organs of speech must be educated to 
perform rapidly and accurately a new 
work. The old adage— 

Nil sine labore magno 

Vita mortalibus dedit,* 
comes to mind in full force in such an 
undertaking. 

Native Taste for Music. 

Scarcely a day passes without a group 
of natives coming in and requesting the 
new mamma to play and sing a little for 
them. She has them sing usually,—and 
now that she can sing in their language, 
their admiration is almost unbounded. 
Often we have had between thirty and 
forty in at one time, of all ages, from one 
year and less to eighty and upwards. 

Anticipated Labors at Tavoy. 

While Tavoy is not the place I should 
have chosen on some accounts, I shall 
cheerfully enter upon the duties of that 
field, because, all things vonsidered, I do 
not think I can be as useful in any other 
place. The claims of the people are 
stronger, it seems to me, than those of 
any other station in Burmah, and it is 
policy to hold what we have obtained, if 
possible, rather than to form a new base 
of operations. 

Several months before I was aware of 
my destination, the Tavoyans were ex- 
pecting me, and began to send letters 
which came to Rangoon and Maulmain 
before my arrival. On learning the wish 
of the Executive Committee, I at once 
identified myself with that mission, and 
have allowed no other claims to draw me 
elsewhere. 

Duties for Tavoy Begun. 

My first official act was to obtain from 
government a license for ten of the Ta- 

* Life has given nothing to mortals without 


| great labor. 


80 


into force in July. 


to purchase and hold possession of a gun. 
Since these acts, I have made arrange- 
ments to provide my station with medi- 
cines and books, and to procure such ar- 
ticles as the natives should order from 
time to time. 

It was arranged before our arrival that 
Dr. Wade and wife should accompany 
us to Tavoy. We expect to go in the 
November steamer. 


The Wants of Tavoy. 
Where so many pleas are entered for 


assistance, it is perhaps vain for me to 
speak in behalf of the 60,000 inhabitants 
of the Tavoy district alone. You will 
consider its claims, and if your judgment 
approves of sending any good brother, 
with a heart to work and endure priva- 
tion for Christ’s sake, I have no doubt 
but abundance of work can be found in 
Tavoy and Mergui. 
How to Build up Tavoy. 
The churches greatly need “toning 
up,” as physicians say of the human sys- 
tem, and I know of no better way than 
to get them engaged in carrying the gos- 
pel to the heathen villages all about 
them, and into Siam, where Sau Moo 
found the people anxious to receive teach- 
ers. Such efforts will give them confi- 
dence in themselves, will enlarge and 
help to purify their hearts. If men com- 
petent to teach are not still to be found 
in Tavoy, I think they can be drawn 
from other places. Br. Thomas has al- 
ready signified his willingness to send me 
one good man. If circumstances will 
warrant, I hope, after the Association, to 
send Sau Moo with a few young again 
men to be stationed there for the rains, 
and I am now looking about for funds to 
that end. I think of putting my teach- 
er, who is a young man, a graduate of 
Dr. B.’s school, into the work. He needs 
to be acquiring practice in preaching and 
teaching, while an older man who can- 
not preach will be quite as profitable for 
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voy and Mergui pastors to solemnize mar- 
riage, according toa new law coming 
My second was to 
procure for a native Christian a license 
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Tavoy as a Residence. 

Tavoy is not as other stations, nor as 
it once was; no English church or peo- 
ple to draw upon; no American or Eng- 
lish captains to make occasional dona- 
tions. We shall be 150 miles from any 
missionary or any European fumily, with 
only monthly communication, and not 
regular at that. For food we shall have 
to depend upon the native bazaar. There 
are no mechanics of any kind, no butch- 
ers, bakers, or even coolies in the place, 
I am told; not a carriage, except the 
civil officer's, who has no family. Our 
conveniences will be like those of the 
earlier missionaries. 


O that our life may 
be like theirs also ! 


The extreme damp- 
ness of the climate has been injurious to 
others of a rheumatic tendency. 

But we go to Tavoy cheerfully, and 
not+without hope. If the dampness 
should prove too great, I trust some dryer 
field among the hills will be opened to 
us. Here in Maulmain we have about 
200 inches of rain annually, while in 
Toungoo there are only about seventy on 
an average. 

Yes, we goto Tavoy. Remember us, 
and do the best you can for us, and we 
will forget that we are alone. Not 
alone; Boardman’s grave will be there ! 
His holy example will be reflected by 
faces of men and women who still hold 
him in grateful remembrance, and his 
pure zeal will spring forth from the jungle 
paths that he traversed in his pious ef- 
forts to win souls to Christ. The memo- 
ry of Ko-thah-byu’s childlike faith and 
manly efforts will be there, as well as the 
labors of Mason, of Wade, and others, 
and, more than all, Christ will be there 
to strengthen and to comfort us. 

And send us aid if 
you can without robbing other stations 
more needy. 


But pray for us. 


GERMANY. 
We translate from the Missionsblatt, pub- 


lished at Hamburg, the Minutes of the last ses- 
sion of the North-Western Association, held at 


me. 


Hamburg, Aug. 11-16, 1864. It is interesting 
to learn how these Associational meetings are 
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conducted by the churches in Germany, and to 
observe the matters on which the members act. 


Minutes of the North Western Association. 


Mount Zion is like a beautiful branch 
covering allthe land. The tribes of Is- 
rael go up thither with joy, not hindered 
by the often wearisome way. The end 
is a compensation for the journey. The 
church at Hamburg is also a fruitful 
branch, although it does not yet cover 
the whole land. Still this is the case so 
far as our churches have extended. Go- 
ing to Hamburg always has a charm for 
our brethren, as when the Jews went up 
to Jerusalem. 

The delegates of the North Western 
Association, when at the last meeting 
the question came up— Where shall our 
next session be held!’ and br. Oncken 
proposed Hamburg, voted for it unani- 
mously. Hence, on the 11thof August, 
they came with joy to the dear old city. 
The meeting had been delayed on ac- 
count of the absence of br. Oncken in 
England. 


The Association Organized. 

The session was opened with singing, 
and the Master of assemblies was present 
with his servants. ‘Two brethren in suc- 
cession offered prayer. Br. Oncken, 
having been chosen Moderator, saluted 
the delegates, in the name of the Lord 
and of the church in Hamburg, as wit- 
nesses of the risen Saviour. Alluding 
to the greatest man in the New Testa- 
ment history, who, when he came to Ap- 
pii Forum and the Three Taverns and 
had seen the brethren, “thanked God 
and took courage,” he showed what a 
blessing rests upon the fellowship of the 
children of God, who find their highest 
pleasure in loving one another, and who 
will reach their highest aim when they 
“see Him as he is.” 


Two brethren were appointed clerks, 
and the names of the delegates were re- 
corded ; about twenty-four were present, 
representing fourteen churches. Among 
the number was br. Schauffler, who had 
been absent several years in Buenos Ay- 
res. 
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Matters of Business. 


Mr. Braun, secretary, presented the 
report of the Executive Committee, show- 
ing that the expenses of the year had 
been met, anda small balance was left in 
the treasury. After this the regular bus- 
iness of the Association was transacted. 

It was voted to erect certain outsta- 
tions of the church of Hanover into an 
independent station. 

A second missionary was requested for 
Schleswig, on account of the extent of the 
field, the fewness of the helpers, and the 
many openings for the diffusion of the 
word of God. The request would have 
been granted, but laborers are almost en- 
tirely wanting. 

The question was proposed, whether 
the travelling expenses of missionaries 
should be paid, and answered in the neg- 
ative, partly because the treasury is too 
scanty, and partly because it is to be 
feared that to institute such a custom 
would be fatal to much honorable and 

self-sustained effort; but exceptional 
cases might occur. A brother suggested 
that the churches might, by a united ef- 
fort, relieve to some extent out of their 
own funds the travelling expenses of 
brethren while laboring in the gospel. 

It was suggested that the meeting 
ought to be better attended, and that the 
churches did wrong which sent no dele- 
gates. Also that there was no ground 
for the opinion of those brethren who 
thought the only object of the meeting 
was to have a good time, whereas the 
chief end of it is to promote the com- 
mon cause, and to advance the welfare 
of the churches. 


Is Jesting Right ? 

Mr. Wilkens proposed the question 
whether jesting is right. It is condemn- 
ed by the Scriptures ; nevertheless it is 
very common even among the people of 
God. 

The Moderator remarked that true pi- 
ety demands that a man should be always 
ready to confess the name of Christ, and 
this is no more inconsistent with a lively 
and cheerful spirit than with a sober de-. 
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meanor ; but a spirit of levity and jest- 
ing, and all undue sharpness ought to be 
repressed. He related that he once trav- 
elled in company with an English broth- 
er, a man particularly serious, and on 
one occasion he asked him—“Did you 
never joke in your life?” The brother 
replied that that very sin had cost him the 
greatest conflict, until with God’s help he 
conquered it. 

The brethren all acknowledged the 
great danger connected with joking, and 
condemned it in themselves and others. 

Missionary Plans. 

The Moderator announced that the 
new and hopeful mission in Holland 
would probably make it necessary for br. 
de Neui, who is at home in the Dutch 
language, to remove from his present ex- 
tensive field in East Friesland, to settle 
in Holland. So that one brother, if pos- 
sible two, ought to be sent to East Fries- 
land. 

Letters of great interest were read, 
one from a brother in Ihren, and the 
other from a brother in Franeker. It was 
unanimously agreed that this was a call 
from God, and measures were adopted 
to supply laborers for these promising 
harvests. 

Br. Scheve having been condemned 
4n Biickeburg to an imprisonment of a 
year and a half, the meeting resolved 
that in case the appeal to the govern- 
ment of Biickeburg in his behalf were re- 
jected, an application should be made by 
the Association, sustained by the English 
brethren, and a petition signed by all the 
brethren. 

Matters of Church Discipline. 

One of the brethren inquired whether 
the command of Christ in Mat. xviii. re- 
ferred to public sins; and whether in 
such a case the usual course of admoni- 
tion should be omitted, and information 
given to thechurch at once. Br. Schauff- 
ler thought the passage in question re- 
ferred to all sins, even to those which 
were not against a member personally, 
because sins against the individual may 
easily become the source of public grief. 
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The Association decided that though it 
is not necessary to treat open sins in the 
same manner as those against the indi- 
vidual, still it is always desirable that 
members to whom the knowledge of an 
offence first comes should make it a mat- 
ter of private admonition, before it is 
brought to the church. 

Br. F. Oncken inquired as to notices 
of betrothal, whether they are simply an- 
nouncements of an engagement, or an 
acknowledgment and confirmation of the 
engagement. The church at Varel takes 
the latter view, the church in Bremen 
the former. After considerable discus- 
sion, it was answered that notices of be- 
trothal are only announcements of the 
fact, and neither an acknowledgment nor 
confirmation of the engagement; but the 
churches should use all means to guard 
against thoughtless engagements. 


Missionary Activity. 

The association then received the re- 
ports of its missionaries. Mr. Haupt, of 
Bremen, reported that two new stations 
had been added to his field; the first, Ze- 
ven, where the late br. Lange cast the gos- 
pel net fifteen years ago. “One soweth 
andanotherreapeth.” In this field Mr. H. 
had not only been called to sow, but also 
to reap. The other station was opened 
through the instrumentality of a poor 
young girl who wasa Christian. Though 
detained by sickness from the public wor- 
ship, she had a longing desire for it, and 
did not rest till she had obtained the con- 
sent of the owner of the house where she 
lived to have a room opened for the ser- 
vice of God. By this means many heard 
the word of life. In Scharmbeck, at the 
beginning of the year a gentle wind of 
the Spirit breathed over the garden of 
the Lord, and three souls were brought 
into the church. Seven were baptized 
during the year, and more are in a hope- 
ful condition. 

More attention has been given to tract 
distribution. The Sabbath school num- 
bered 50 scholars. Mr. H. visited the 
House of Correction also, with the con- 
sent of the authorities, and many times 
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dispensed the truth. Meetings held dur- 
ing the year, 250, exclusive of prayer- 
meetings, singing-schools, &c. 

Mr. Wilkens reported that the church 
organized by him in Bremerhaven, in 
Nov., 1868, now numbers 29 members. 
A Ladies’ Missionary Society has made 
weekly gifts to the cause, amounting in all 
to $103. Meetings for emigrants gave 
many of that class an opportunity to hear 
the word of life, and they often departed 
leaving the request, “Pray for us.” The 
attendance on the Sabbath school aver- 
aged from 25 to 30, and during the win- 
ter it increased to 80. In April two were 
baptized and admitted to the church, and 
others were awakened ; one of them has 
since come tothe knowledge of the truth. 

At 18 different outstations Mr. W. 
held more than 250 meetings, and made 
about 800 visits, partly on board emigrant 
ships, and in lodging-houses. Tracts were 
generally received with gladness ; 57 Bi- 
bles were distributed, and about 9,000 
tracts and 80 copies of a monthly paper 
by different brethren. 

At Schleswig an old dancing hall has 
been transformed into a place of worship 
for the church, and furnished with seats 
and a pulpit, at the expense of 200 Prus- 
sian dollars. The meetings are thinly at- 
tended on account of the war and the 
general indifference to religion. 

The labors of the year extended both 
to the people of the country and to stran- 
gers. Since last autumn, the Danish ar- 
my has been encamped at Schleswig, 
which invited attention to the soldiers. 
Most of the members, both male and fe- 
male, with baskets full of tracts have 
gone among the soldiers, distributing the 
word of life. 

When the Danes were here, a colpor- 
teur of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, from Copenhagen, sold many Tes- 
taments among the soldiers, besides giv- 
ing away tracts. He held a meeting 
every evening, often so full that many 
could not get in. One was baptized, and 


others would soon have followed, had not 
the army moved so soon. 
Mr. W. afterwards visited the Austrians 
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in the castle of Gottorf, and distributed 
tracts among them. Some of them said 
they had received similar books in Ham- 
burg and thrown them away. These sol- 
diers were generally very ignorant of the 
word of God, but in course of time they 
seemed very tender and thankful for it. 
Sometimes Mr. W. spent the entire day 
in the hospital from morning till night, 
going from bed to bed and making known 
the way of life. 

The Association was invited by three 
churches to hold its next session with them, 
and concluded to meet at Hanover, in Ju- 
ly, 1865. The Executive Committee for 
the year was chosen, and the business be- 
ing concluded, the brethren enjoyed after- 
wards a delightful Sabbath and celebrat- 
ed together the Lord’s Supper. 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. C—. 
Victory over Popery. 

D—, Nov. 28, 1864.—At the charcoal 
pits of D——, we had a young man, who 
was mortally wounded. And as he had 
been with us only a few months, as soon 
as his dying condition was perceived, the 
nuns, according to their custom, sent for a 
priest. The latter, seeing that the wound- 
ed man would not confess, said to him in a 
threatening manner that he was going to 
die and that he would go to hell. The 
sick man sent away the priest, and com- 
missioned his brother-in-law to invite 
me to visit him. The sisters, hearing that 
I was the Baptist pastor, forbade me to 
speak to the sick man, saying that he was 
not a Protestant, and affirming that it was 
their business to talk with him. 

For several days they continued to 
stand in my way ; once they shut the door 
against me. The physician, who was un- 
der their direction, also begged me not to 
visit the patient so often. They induced 
the sufferer to send me away, and being 
feeble and wholly in their hands, he scarce- 
ly dared to say anything in their pres- 
ence. 


But the victory waswith us. The sick 
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man wished to see none but me. His 
father affirmed that he was a Protestant. 
Thanks to God, we had the man thence- 
forth, and the sisters were forced to yield, 
and to promise to say no more about their 
religion to the sickman. He had left the 
Catholic church several months before 
the accident, and appeared very zealous. 
I hope he has now gone to be with 
Christ, which is far better. A multitude 
were at the funeral. A person who was 
desirous of being at the ceremony said 
to me, I do not believe any more in the 
priests ; they do every thing for effect. 
If people were Christians, as you have 
just said, they would be happier. 
LETTER FROM MR. L——. 


Rejoicing in American Success. 

P—_, Dec, 2,1864.—I wish you could 
know with what anxiety and with what 
a spirit of prayer we watched your late po- 
litical struggle in reference to the election 
of President, and with what joy we learn- 
ed that the honest Abraham Lincoln was 
reélected. God be thanked ; for we be- 
lieve that with him at the head of affairs 
you will soon enjoy the reéstablishment 
of the Union, deliverance from the plague 
of slavery, and peace and renewed pros- 
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perity in your beloved country for a long 
time to come. 

May our fervent prayers for you be 
soon realized through the help of Al- 
mighty God. 


The Missionary Work Onward. 


We continue to be blessed in our work 
in P——, and our meetings are well at- 
tended. Some have been awakened. 
Others have found peace, and are inclin- 
ed to become members of the church. 

Two of our friends have long been un- 
happy because they were required to 
work on the Lord’s day. God has grant- 
ed me the favor to secure for them rest 
on this day from their employers. We 
hope they will soon join the church. 
The brethren have re-commenced their 
prayer-meetings in various quarters of the 
city; we hope they will be blessed. 

The valley of C also continues to 
give us encouragement. We have estab- 
lished regular meetings there once a 
month, that we may the sooner havea 
new field of labor in that locality, if the 
Lord wills. 

God will provide, will He not? Let 
us walk by faith, and may the Lord be 
our helper in bringing souls to Himself. 


MISCELLANY. 


MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS PROG- 
RESS IN RUSSIA. 


The future of Central Asia is closely 
identified with Russia, whose political and 
geographical position gives her a strong 
hold over that region. Any information, 
therefore, that throws light on the ten- 
dency of Russia towards religious and 
social reform, must be acceptable to all 
those who venture to entertain the hope 
that the Slavonic race may yet act an 
important part in Central Asia in re- 
claiming to civilization and the gospel 
these now moral wastes, and particularly 
since Russia has set out as the champion 
of peasant rights and of an open Bible. 
We give on this subject some extracts 


from letters addressed from Russia by the 
Rev. J. Long to the Secretaries of the 
Church Missionary Society, during a 
tour he made in that country last year. 
They indicate that though dark has been 
the condition of the Russian church, yet 
streams of light appear on the horizon. 
indicating the approach of a bright dawn. 
Missionary Spirit in Russia. 

“At St. Petersburg I addressed three 
meetings in private houses, on the sub- 
ject of Indian Missions: the deepest in- 
terest was shown, as evinced by various 
questions asked me after the address. 

“Atone meeting the audience waschief- 
ly German, and a Russian naval officer 
translated my address into German; af. 
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ter the meeting, a Russian general came 
up to me, and proposed many inquiries 
on the opium question, and on education 
in India; he himself has long labored 
here in the cause of education. This 
meeting was held at the house of a Pole, 
a thoroughly Christian man; and here 
all were in harmony, whilst Poles and 
Russians elsewhere were fighting. A 
strong interest is taken in St. Petersburg 
in the Berlin and Leipsic Missions, and I 
found various missionary periodicals in 
circulation. 

“At the close of every meeting, and in 
private conversation, I have been press- 
ing one subject especially—Is not the 
time come when evangelical men in Rus- 
sia should form a Russian Missionary So- 
ciety, having a coramittee at St. Peters- 
burg, which should send out agents to 
the Russian frontiers, to the Mongolians, 
Buddhists, Thibetans, and Tartars ?— 
There is an increasing number of good 
men in the Russian service, who, like 
our Indian officials, would give local aid 
to missionary objects ; besides, the Ger- 
mans in St. Petersburg subscribe about 1, 
2001. annually for missions, which goes 
now to Germany. The people of Finland 
lately organized a missionary society, and 
sent their first year’s subscriptions to Leip- 
sic, stating that they would discontinue 
as soon as they could get Russian agents 
to carry on a mission from Russia itself. 
I have pressed on the Russians this point, 
that, from their geographical and political 
position, they can act on Central Asia for 
Christian objects, in a way that no other 
nation can ; and, as the head of the great 
Slavonic race, it is their duty so to do, 
particularly as religious toleration is now 
enjoyed to a considerable extent in Rus- 
sia. On his last birthday, the Czar an- 
nounced to a deputation of Roskolnski, 
i. e., Dissenters, that he would allow no 
man to molest them; his father would 
have imprisoned them. 

“I am invited, on my return to St. Pe- 
tersburg from the interior, to a meeting of 
German pastors, to discuss with them the 
subject of having a Russian Missionary 
Society organized. May the Lord an- 
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swer my prayers for this great object. 
After another meeting I held, a Russian 
noble, a member of the Council of State, 
was much interested in the proposal of a 
Russian Missionary Society, and wished 
to introduce me to the emperor’s physi- 
cian, a pious man, who takes a deep in- 
terest in missions. Accordingly, the next 
day he took me to the emperor’s palace of 
Tserko Selo, twenty miles from St. Pe- 
tersburg, where we had an interview 
with the physician, and he has promised 
to speak to the emperor and members of 
the imperial family, so as to remove ob- 
stacles, ete. 


Bible Circulation in Russia. 

“Bible circulation is increasing in Rus- 
sia, and the holy synod of the Greek Rus- 
sian church has itself put in circulation 
a new and improved version of the gos- 
pels in Russ. The Russian clergy have 
never made, like the Council of Trent, a 


decree against Bible circulation among 


the people, and, though apathetic, put no 
bar in the way. I spent some time late- 
ly in the company of Kasim Beg, Professor 
of Persian at the University of St. Peters- 
burg, who is a Christian, and greatly re- 
spected. He told me he had translated 
the New Testament into the Tartar lan- 
guage, at the express request and with 
the aid ofthe archbishop of Kazan, whom 
he describes as a man ready for every 
good work and word. He, in common 
with others, spoke to me of various ele- 
ments of good at work in the Russian 
church. 

At Nijni Novogorod there was an im- 
mense assemblage at the fair, probably 
about 200,000 people. Russian friends 
at St. Petersburg resolved to send this 
year a colporteur to Nijni, for the sale of 
Bibles ; but before he got half way, there 
was such a demand that he sold all his 
stock, and had to write back to St. Peters- 
burg to get a fresh supply for the fair. 
I saw copies of the Scriptures for sale in 
some of the shops at Nijni. The empe- 
ror came to Nijni, and it was quite sur- 
prising to witness the intense enthusiasm 
that prevailed towards him among the 
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peasants. I went to service to the cathe- 
dral at Nijni: he was present, and the 
shouts of the peasants as he ascended the 
steps were quite deafening. He has 
had the hatred of the nobles, but the 
good will ofthe people. I have had am- 
ple opportunity of seeing the working of 
the emancipation of the serfs; it is literal- 
ly the waking up of a nation. Schools 
are multiplying among the peasantry ; al- 
ready there are more than 150,000 chil- 
dren in them, and, in consequence, the 
circulation of the Bible is rapidly increas- 
ing. A Russian nobleman, who lived in 
the interior of the country, told me that 
he had sold or given away about 400 cop- 
ies of the Gospels. One of the most bope- 
ful signs of the Greek church is, she has 
never interdicted the Scriptures. I have 
never found among the Russians a suspi- 
cion of God’s word. The Holy Synod are 
now publishing an edition of 80,000 cop- 
ies of the Testament, which will be sold 
at 15 copeks a copy, or about 6d. 


Missionaries in the Russian Church. 

“I was introduced lately to the bishop 
of Niborg, who is head of the Russian 
academy at St. Petersburg for training 
priests. He informed me that the Russian 
church has about 100 missionaries and 
missionary agents at work in Siberia and 
the adjacent districts. I spent an evening 
in company with a Prince Yususoff, one of 
the Chamberlains of the Imperial Court, 
whois deeply interested in a plan they 


‘have for a missionary seminary at Novogo- 


od, and, onay return to St. Petersburg, 
he wished to see me about it, and to pro- 
cure any information I can give him as 
to the best mode of carrying out this 
plan into practice. Were a missionary 
spirit infused into members of the Rus- 
sian church, it might contribute power- 
fully to a reform in the Russian church 
itself, and might serve as a nucleus for 
God’s people who are in it, who, notwith- 
standing doctrinal errors, may be more 
numerous than is commonly thought. 
Peasant Education. 

“T was invited to spend an evening 

with the Minister of Public Instruction, 
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and we had an interesting conversation 
on popular education in Russia and In- 
dia. He told me they felt in Russia the 
danger of confining education to the high- 
er classes, and of excluding the masses 
from knowledge. Since emancipation, 
education is making great strides among 
the peasantry ; their social improvement 
is creating the desire for knowledge, jus- 
tifying the views of those who regard the 
social elevation of the peasantry of every 
country as inseparably connected with 
their moral and religious welfare. All 
the accounts I hear of the results of serf 
emancipation are most encouraging in 
this respect: the hand of God is in the 
matter, and He can create a nation in a 
day. 


Russian Ecclesiastics. 


“T have visited three out of four Rus- 
sian Academies for the training of the 
clergy, and I have found great progress 
is being made in a high and liberal course 
of study, comprising four years in the 
academy ard six years in the seminary. 
None of the clergy come from the univer- 
sities, but they receive an equally liberal 
training. These academies, however, 
are only for a select body of the clergy ; 
the majority of the parish priests are ed- 
ucated at seminaries, where the educa- 
tion is poor indeed. I spent four days at 
the Moscow Academy, and met there a 
missionary from the Caucasus, and spent 
some time with a very intelligent monk, 
who was entering on acourse of study for 
three years, in order to go out as a mis- 
sionary to the Caucasus. I left with 
him an English Bible, and found his mind 
was awaking to spiritual things. I had 
much conversation on missions with Pro- 
fessor S——, who has lately returned, 
after spending a year in England, and 
he thinks a great reform is gradually 
taking place with the Russian clergy. I 
was invited to dine in the convent of 
Troitza at the feast of St. Sergius, in 
company with the archbishop and the 
monks. We sat down three hundred to 
dinner: grace was chanted, and the life 
of St. Sergius was being read while we 
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dined ; but little of it was heard amid the 
clatter of knives and forks. I was amus- 
ed with a monk who sat next to me, who, 
on hearing I was an English clergyman, 
asked me, as a most important question, 
how many fingers the English used in 
making the sign of the Cross. Yet light 
is spreading. 

“At Moscow I had two interviews with 
bishop Leontides. He speaks English, 
and is the only bishop of the Russian 
church who has not been brought up a 
monk : he served formerly as an officer 
in the Russian navy. He is a man of 
enlightened views, anxious for reform, as 
is Philaret, the archbishop of Moscow, 
who reminded me, by his manner and 
tone of mind, very much of bishop Wil- 
son ; he has done much good to the Rus- 
sian church, but the old school have still 
great influence. 

“There is evidently a tide setting in in 
favor of reform. Everywhere I found, 
among the Russian laity, a wish to know 
more of the English church, and to follow 
England in her religious as well as her 
political development. The admiration 
of English institutions is intense in Russia 
among the upper classes: many Russians 
travelling on the continent are seen in 
English churches, and have attended the 
services with pleasure; they have seen 
so much of Romish intrigue in Poland, 
that it disposes them in favor of a church 
which combines apostolical order with 
evangelical doctrine. Were there more 
intercourse between religious people in 
England and Russia, the effects on Rus- 
sia might be very beneficial. 


The Tartars. 


I spent four days at Kazan and had 
much intercourse there with the Profes- 
sors of the Russian academy for priests. 
There is a Professor of the Tartar lan- 
guage. A descendant of Jenghis Khan is 
living in Kazan. 

“Accompanied by a Russian gentle- 
man, I spent an evening witha Tartar 
merchant. I find the Tartars here are 
advancing in influence and knowledge, 
but nothing has been of late done for 
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them in areligious way. Some time ago 
a Russian gentleman wrote an able pam- 
phlet against Mohammedanism. As the 
Russian censorship prohibits any work 
being published against Christianity, 
these Tartar merchants could not reply 
to it ; they therefore bought up all the 
copies of the work, and burnt them. I 
had the pleasure here of meeting the 
daughter of a Mollah at Orenburg, the 
wife of a Tartar merchant, who came out 
unveiled. She spoke French and Rus- 
sian, and asked me many questions about 
femalesin India. The Tartars are not al- 
lowed by the Russian government tomar- 
ry their girls before sixteen, and their 
boys before eighteen. The sisters of this 
lady read Arabicand Persian. Thisis a 
rare case, as the Tartar ladies are gener- 
ally secluded and ignorant. I called on 
another Tartar gentleman, but could not 
see the ladies, as they were confined. 
There are six mosques at Kazan, and a 
boarding school for Tartar children— 
founded by a merchant. 
Headmen for Villages. 

“The excellent letter recently sent to 
India by the Church Missionary commit- 
tee, recommending that native churches 
should have the principle of self-govern- 
ment among themselves, by appointing 
headmen, would receive ample illustra- 
tion in Russia. I have been present fre- 
quently at the places where the Russian 
peasantry regulate their own affairs, and 
settle their disputes by judges elected by 
themselves, and I am told it works satis- 
factorily. The commune, or village mu- 
nicipal system, is the basis of the serf 
emancipation act. Every village elects 
its own head for the management of its 
own affairs, and the heads of a number 
of villages form the council for the dis- 
trict. Surely, what has succeeded in 
Russia may succeed in India, particularly 
as the old municipal or village system of 
India is similar to that of Russia ; and 
sure I am that in India, Christianity will 
have a deeper root among native Chris- 
tians when they enter more on the man- 
agement of their own affairs. With re- 
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sponsibility thrown on them, they will be 
more willing to contribute to the ex- 
penses of public worship. 


Missionaries from Russia. 


“A Russian nobleman, a member of 
the Council of State, whom I had met 
some months ago at a missionary meeting 
I held in St. Petersburg, wished me to 
call on him on my return from the inte- 
rior. I did soaweek ago. He told me 
he had thought much over what I had 
proposed, viz., that evangelical Russians 
should do something themselves in send- 
ing out missionaries from Russia to Cen- 
tral Asia and Northern China; but there 
was one obstacle to it, the Russian law 
required all converts to be members of 
the Greek church. He wished me to see 
on this subject General Ignatief, who is 
at the head of the Foreign Department 
for Asiatic matters, and who had express- 
ed himself favorable to removing all ob- 
stacles to missionary exertions. He fixed 
a day for me to see him on the subject ; 
but I was out of town on that day, and 
the general has left St. Petersburg for a 
month. This Russian gentleman urged 
me very much to visit Finland, where a 
missionary spirit has lately been awaken- 
ed: the people have collected within the 
last few years thirty thousand roubles, or 
five thousand pounds for missions. They 
have begun a seminary for training mis- 
sionaries, and are most anxious to enter 
on work ; they are Lutherans, and are im- 
bued with an evangelical spirit. The Lu- 
therans at St. Petersburg are also anx- 
ious to do something in the same cause. 

“I preached in the English church in 
St. Petersburg lately, on the subject of 
missions to India. There are about four 
thousand English in St. Petersburg. 

“I spent an evening recently in com- 
pany with a Russian noble, who is one 
of the emperor’s chamberlains, and takes 
an interest in missions. He gave me 
much information on what the Russian 
church is doing for the missionary cause ; 
they have missionaries located in the Al- 
tai mountains, at Kamtschatka, and the 
Caucasus, near Lake Baikul, and have 
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also a number who labor among the 
Buriats, who are Buddhists. He has 
promised to procure me a translation of 
some of their proceedings from the Rus- 
sian into the English language, and wish- 
ed me to procure for him the publications 
of the Missionary Societies of the Eng- 
lish church, which I promised to do, 
The Russians intend shortly to found a 
missionary seminary, to be located either 
at Kazan or Irkutsk, as St. Petersburg is 
unsuited for it, and they wish to have it 
in a place where the Oriental languages 
can be taught to the students ; as also to 
write an address on the duty of Russians 
with respect to missions in Central Asia, 
giving them suggestions drawn from the 
history of our Indian Missions, which he 
would translate into Russian, and print 
in all the leading journals and magazines 
of Russia; and may the Lord send his 
blessing with it! I spoke with him also 
on the importance of enlisting the ser- 
vices of Russian ladies as missionary col- 
lectors; he is determined to do some- 
thing in this respect. I feel very strong- 
ly that Russia, from her geographical and 
political position as respects Central Asia, 
must be the base for missionary opera- 
tion in these countries; while Russian 
missionaries, as semi-Orientals, would 
have in this respect a great advantage 
over Anglo-Saxons, whose natural tem- 
perament alienates them from the Asiatic. 


Religious Toleration. 


“[ was introduced lately to Lord Na. 
pier, the English ambassador. We hada 
long conversation on the subject of In- 
dia and of serf emancipation in Russia ; 
he feels a very deep interest in the last 
question, and thinks that a bright future 
awaits Russia, which is now entering on 
a career of noble and permanent reforms. 
I told him I wished to see the Russian 
Minister of the Interior, in order to pro- 
cure certain returns respecting the Rus- 
sian vernacular press. Lord Napier said 
he would be very glad to introduce me. 
I went with him accordingly, and the 
minister promised to furnish me with the 
returns. Lord Napier said he would 
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send them to me in London, through the 
embassy. I spoke with the minister also 
on the subject of the law requiring hea- 
then converts to be members of the 
Russian church. He expressed himself 
as favorable to the repeal of such a law, 
and was glad that I brought it to his no- 
tice. 

Missionary Meeting Among the English. 

“On last Wednesday evening I had a 
missionary conversazione at Peterhoff, 
about six miles from St. Petersburg. A 
number of English families reside here 
in the summer, The meeting was held 
at the house of the English doctor of the 
station, who invited about thirty persons, 
all English, to meet me to hear an ac- 
count about India. I gave them an ac- 
count of India, its peoples, religion, and 
the progress of Christianity. After 
speaking about half an hour, I invited 
any of the company to ask questions on 
the subject I had been speaking on. The 
result was, a brisk fire of questions, and 
answers was kept up, and the meeting 
lasted from 9 till 11, After the meet- 
ing, various parties came up to express 
to me the gratification they had found in 
the meeting—the first, I believe, of a mis- 
sionary kind held here. I have seen 
elsewhere, at Dresden, Paris, etc., that, 
for creating interest a missionary con- 
versazione has the decided advantage 
over a public meeting. 

“A few weeks ago I attended a religious 
meeting at a Russian general’s house, who 
took much interest in missionary subjects. 
He had been a long time in the Caucasus. 
I preached yesterday a sermon on Indian 
Missions in the English church at Cron- 
stadt. The chaplain is brother-in-law to 
the bishop of Columbia. It is, I believe, 
the first time that the missionary question 
was brought into the pulpit here. 

“I spent lately ten days with Prince 
Cheratsky on his estates, 120 miles from 
Moscow. He and his wife are two of the 
most enlightened persons I have ever 
met with. Both read English books, and 
admire English institutions. The prin- 
cess has translated Hannah More’s life 
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into Russian ; she visits schools, the poor, 
etc. I had some interesting conversation 
with her on religion. I spent subsequent- 
ly four weeks in Moscow, and met there 
various good people of whom I shall re- 
tain a most pleasing recollection ; among 
the rest, the Princess Lieven and her 
daughter; they were very much interest- 
ed in Indian missions, and in the condi- 
tion of the Indian people. A relative of 
hers was President of the Bible Society 
in Russia; and her brother-in-law was 
ambassador at the court of London for 
many years. 

“T spent several days at the monastery 
of Troitza, near Moscow, in company 
with a Greek monk, who is going out as 
a missionary to the Caucasus, where the 
Russian church is prosecuting its missions 
vigorously in Siberia and Eastern Asia. 
The Principal of the Russian Academy 
at Moscow gave me an interesting work 
on ‘History of the Missions of the Rus- 
sian church.’ 

“I feel very much gratified, on my de- 
parture from Russia, to have met somany 
things to encourage. ‘There are the 
germs of a slow but sure reformation in 
the Russian church, an important consid- 
eration, when one views the increasing 
influence Russia is destined to exercise 
on Asia. As the head of the Slavonic 
race, and a great semi-Oriental empire, 
she holds an important position as a 
bridge between Europe and Asia: while 
her struggles in the cause of moral and 
social reform deserve the sympathies of 
the friends of religion in England, and 
above all, of the friends of the ryot in 
India, who see in Russia the advocate of 
the principal of a peasant proprietary, 
which is beginning to operate now so 
much in the promotion of education and 
Bible circulation.—Church Miss. Intelli- 
gencer, April, 1864. 


THE MISSION IN PEKING. 

In former years, if the imagination 
presented itself of public preaching in 
Peking, it was too romantic to be en- 
tertained. But when, at the end of 
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1860 the allied armies marched up from 
Takoo, the presence of Protestant mis- 
sionaries here became possible. We 
see the action of Providence in the 
opening of the gates of this city to the 
messengers of the gospel. Dr. Lockhart 
was early on the ground, and the hospital 
he established three years ago paved the 
way admirably for further movements 
in advance. It was nine months after 
this auspicious event that, in the summer 
of 1862, I began public religious instruc- 
tion within the walls of the hospital. 
This continued till the summer of 1863, 
when I commenced some quiet move- 
ments in the suburbs. A Tien-tsin con- 
vert, of unassuming and grave deport- 
ment, visited many of the outlying por- 
tions of the city with copies of the Scrip- 
tures. In one journey, near a busy gate 
in the west part of the Tartar city, he 
met an old Manchu who knew the Ro- 
man Catholic doctrines. He was im- 
pressed with what he heard from the 
Bible distributor; ultimately he became 
a convert, and has been of great assist- 
ance since in the formation of a preach- 
ing station in his vicinity. His position 
as an oflice-holder in the emperor’s house- 
hold, and his extensive acquaintance 
with young Manchus, gave him an influ- 
ence which he has used well, adding to 
the number of our auditors and the read- 
ers of our books. Near the end of last 
year the Tien-tsin convert Mau was able 
to obtain, first a room in a temple, and 
then a house, through the assistance of 
the convert just mentioned, which was 
the beginning of regular work in the 
west part of the city; for the building, 
while used as a dwelling-house, was also 
intended as a chapel. 

“For a period now extending to be- 
tween eight and nine months, daily 
preaching has been carried on in that 
important part of Peking, without ap- 
pearance of displeasure or hostility in the 
behavior of any one who has witnessed 
it. In addition to daily instruction im- 
parted to all comers in the afternoons, 
the preacher, who has proved himself to 
be very faithful and useful, has held 


meetings for prayer every evening. I 
have visited the station on most Sabbath 
days myself, and have uniformly been 
much gratified with the extent and dec- 
orous behavior of the auditory. Eight 
persons who have been brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, principally at 
this station, have now been baptized. 
Most of them are young Manchus. Two 
are employed to write in Manchu and 
Chinese in public offices. Three belong 
to the household of Prince Le, who distin- 
guished himself by remaining at his post 
courageously, at the time when our troops 
were besieging the city» The emperor 
fled to Jehol, and the princess to the 
western mountains; but this prince, by 
staying in his palace, showed something 
of the bravery of his ancestor, who was 
named Prince of Corea for effecting the 
conquest of that country in the seven- 
teenth century» Two others are rela- 
tions of the old man first baptized. The 
eighth is an old schoolmaster—a Chinese. 

A school has been commenced at our 
second preaching station, half an Eng- 
lish mile from the hospital. The fa- 
ther of one of the scholars has since be- 
come a Christian. A Manchu officer re- 
siding in the neighborhood, and a Chi- 
nese from Tien-tsin, have also been bap- 
tized as the first fruits of this effort. A 
special agency for women has lately been 
commenced at the school. Efficient and 
unexpected aid has been rendered in 
this department by one who has warmly 
at heart the cause of missions. Linked 
to us only by the desire to see Chinese 
women converted to Christianity, she 
has encouraged by her presence the for- 
mation of a female class, and shown a 
deep interest in the individual members 
of it. There are now about ten regular 
attendants. They form, with other wo- 
men, a part of the Sabbath congregation, 
and the conversion of some of them is 
highly probable. The principal speaker 
is the mother of the schoolmaster. She, 
with her two sons, were till recently Mo- 
hammedans. Seeing her sons one after 
the other embrace Christianity, she has 
herself become favorably disposed to it. 
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One of her sons sits by to prompt her 
while she teaches. Several of the wo- 
men come because they have sons in the 
school—an instance of the beneficial ef- 
fect of a charitable institution like this 
in extending the influence of the gospel 
among the parents and neighbors. 

“From the hospital, now under the 
care of Dr. Dudgeon, the number of pa- 
tients who have been baptized during 
two years is six. One hospital servant 
has also been received. Among the six, 
a converted Mohammedan was appoint- 
ed last winter, as already mentioned, to 
be schoolmaster; and his brother has 
given up his opposition to Christianity, 
and also joined the ranks of the Lord’s 
servants. His abilities mark him out as 
capable of becoming a useful native help- 
er. Ihave received him, with one of the 
Manchus, to go through a course of pre- 
paratory study as assistant preachers. 
This converted Mohammedan was, pre- 
vious to his public confession of Chris- 
tianity, attacked on one occasion by a 
drunken neighbor in front of the chapel, 
and wounded in the head. When re- 
ceiving the provocation and injury, he 
behaved in a Christianlike manner, ex- 
pressed his pleasure afterwards at suffer- 
ing for the gospel’s sake (the offender 
being an avowed enemy to the preaching 
of the truth), and frankly forgave the 
wrong, when the wrong-doer confessed 
his fault. 

“Three of the hospital converts have 
returned to their homes in the country, 
carrying with them Christian books, and 
we hear from them occasionally. 

“The whole number received here is 
twenty. Three of the Tien-tsin converts 
are still here, assisting in the work of the 
mission. 

“I have only to speak now of the need 
of reinforcements. The operations of the 
mission are likely to extend. The hos- 
pital is near the centre of a population 
spread over at least seventeen square 
miles of houses. It will be easy to form 
new preaching stations, as native helpers 
offer themselves. The existence of this 
vast field for the gospel, with its more 
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than a million inhabitants, shows that 
more help is needed for superintending 
stations and training preachers. In 
China the native literature and philoso- 
phy are paramount in their influence. 
Englishmen in China think that philoso- 
phy must be met by philosophy, literary 
skill by literary skill, and classical lore by 
classical lore. They think that men of 
superior minds and scholarly education 
should be induced to come to China, first, 
to spend ten years in acquiring a facile 
command of the native language as 
spoken and written, and then proceed to 
compose suitable treatises on Christiani- 
ty, adapted to instruct and convince the 
learned classes in the country. 

“I do not believe in this theory; but 
it is held by many whose opinions are 
worthy of respect. And, besides, we all 
agree that all talents should be devoted 
to the service of God. If men of shining 
abilities and the faculty of adaptation in 
a rare degree should come here, they 
would find a sphere highly agreeable and 
highly important. ‘They would have the 
opportunity of laboring for Christ’s cause 
in one of the high places of the field. 
Scholars from all the provinces come 
here, and the missionary may dispute 
with them as soon as he has gained the 
power todo so. High officers of govern- 
ment find their way to the hospital, and 
our books find their way into the palace. 
Representatives of all the adjacent Asi- 
atic nations are found here, speaking their 
respective languages. Men content to 
study patiently, and possessing the facul- 
ties of acquisition, retention, and expres- 
sion, loving Divine truth and zealous in 
its propagation, apt in teaching, and ex- 
hibiting power in convincing—if they 
come here, may run a bright career. 

“Missions take their place before all 
speculations and philosophical theories 
upon them. We-do not come out among 
the heathen to carry into effect a philo- 
sophical theory, but to follow in the foot- 
steps of our Lord, his apostles, and all 
faithful missionaries, in seeking to bring 
back a lost world to God. We want no 
better theory than this. But we do need 
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men of intellectual and moral power in 
the inviting field now presented in China, 
and especially in its metropolis.” —Joseph 
Edkins, in Lond. Chron. 


THE LONDON MISSION IN SOUTH 
TRAVANCORE. 


As early as the year 1805, the London 
Missionary party took possession of the 
whole of the southern portion of the na- 
tive State of Travancore, comprising an 
extent of country ninety miles in length, 
by upwards of thirty in average breadth, 
stretching along the Malabar coast, from 
Quilon to Cape Comorin (the southern 
extremity of this great continent), sepa- 
rated from the British territory of Tin- 
nevelly, the well-known mission-field of 
the Church of England Societies, by a 
range of mountains running in a north- 
westerly direction from the cape. Ever 
since then, this field of mission labor has 
been occupied by the London Missionary 
Society in greater or less force ; and at 
the present time, with the exception of 
another missionary promised to be sent 
out to the capital, we have our full com- 
plement of European laborers in the field 
—eight in number. 

The field of labor is divided into seven 
districts, each comprising a compact ex- 
tent of territory surrounding its head 
station, at which the missionary resides. 
Of these districts, the first formed, and 
that from which all the others may be 
said to have sprung, was Nagercoil, situ- 
ated twelve miles north-west of the cape. 
In this district, as now limited, there are 
twenty-two village congregations, and in 
those of James Town and Sauthapuram, 
immediately adjoining, there are, re- 
spectively, twenty-nine and twenty-six 

‘such congregations attached to the cen- 
tral stations. Ten miles west of Nager- 
coil is the head station of Nezoor, with 
fifty-two congregations. Farther west 
from this, at a distance of fifteen miles, 
is the head station of Pareychaley, con- 
nected with which are seventy-seven con- | 


gregations. Trevaodrum, the capital of 
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the native State, has been occupied since 
1838, and has now nineteen branch con- 
gregations in the surrounding villages, 
and various agencies are at work in the 
town itself, for the benefit of the large 
heathen population there. Beyond Tre- 
vaodrum, at a distance of forty miles, is 
our farthest outpost, viz: Quilon, with 
four village congregations attached.— 
There are thus in South Travancore, in 
connection with the London Missionary 
Society, no less than 229 Christian con- 
gregations, all under the efficient su- 
perintendence of the European mission- 
aries and their native assistants. 

Up to the present time none of the na- 
tive helpers in this mission have been or- 
dained to the work of the ministry. The 
title of Assistant Missionary has been 
conferred upon one of these brethren ; 
but the strength of the native agency 
here ranks under the heads of Evangel- 
ists, of whom there are 18; superintend- 
ing catechists, 3; catechists, 146 ; assist- 
ant catechists, 40; and female assistants, 
80; in all, 237. In the educational de- 
partment of the mission there are 213 
agents of various grades, so that the en- 
tire staff of native agents throughout the 
whole mission is 450. Nearly all the 
Evangelists have received a special train- 
ing for their work; many of the cate- 
chists are graduates of the Mission Sem- 
inary, while others have been educated 
in boarding-schools, or in preparandi 
classes at the head stations. 

In connection with the mission, there 
are 1475church members. During 1863, 
180 were newly admitted to the church, 
and at the close of the year, 434 persons 
were registered as candidates for church 
fellowship. In a large mission, such as 
this, these numbers may not seem high ; 
but when it is borne in mind that every 
precaution is taken to prevent the ad- 
mission to full communion of persons of 
unsatisfactory character, the above facts 
are encouraging, and indicate that con- 
siderable concern for spiritual things is 
evinced among the congregation. 

The proportion of persons admitted to 
the church, to the entire number of ad- 
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herents, is small, arising from the fact that 
none have been admitted, excepting such 
only as have come up to a standard ot 
Christian knowledge and character some- 
what high. 

As just stated, the number of congre- 
gations in the mission is 229. Besides 
the regular Sunday services, sermons 
are preached, or prayer-meetings held 
throughout the week, more or less fre- 
quently. The average attendance at the 
Sunday services during the year, was 
16,151 each Lord’s day; the total num- 
ber of professing Christians being 24,142. 
We do not regard the majority of these 
as other than learners in the school of 
Christ, many of them being children in 
knowledge and understanding of spiritual 
things. Nevertheless, we rejoice in the 
fact that so many thousands have, out- 
wardly at least, renounced the hidden 
things of darkness; and, Sabbath after 
Sabbath, as the church gongs resound 
through the palm forests that stretch 
along the shore, or among the dense 
jungles adjoining the neighboring hills, 
assemble themselves together in temples 
dedicated to the worship of Jehovah, to 
hear from the mouth of the preacher 
words whereby they may be saved. It 
is moreover encouraging to know that 
not only do they hear the word preached, 
but a very considerable proportion are 
able to read the inspired volume for 
themselves. 

The seminary at Nagercoil, for the 
training of native agents for the entire 
mission, stands at the head of the eduva- 
tional department *f our labors, and is 
superintended by one of the missiona- 
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the boarders, who had finished the usual 
course of study, and are now usefully 
employed as catechists or schoolmasters. 
At the close of the year, the number of 
students being educated for mission work 
was sixty-eight ; also, fifty-five day schol- 
ars, and a training-class for teachers num- 
bering fourteen. Next in importance to 
the seminary are the boarding-schools for 
Protestants of both sexes, at the head 
stations. Of these, four are for boys, and 
six for girls, superintended by the mis- 
sionaries’ wives. The number of boys in 
these schools is sixty-eight, and of girls, 
two hundred and twenty-three. 
The education imparted in the above- 
mentioned establishments is throughout 
more or less thorough. In most cases an 
elementary training precedes or is a ne- 
cessary qualification for admission to 
them; but the great bulk of our schools 
is of a different description, being (with 
few exceptions) purely elementary. Of 
these village schools there are in all 188, 
—143 being for boys, and 45 for girls. 
In the boys’ school there are 1831 Pro- 
testants, 385 Romanists, and 3069 hea- 
then; making in all 5285 boys receiving 
a plain, useful, elementary education in 
the vernacular. In the schools for girls 
there are 1186 Protestants, 27 Romanists, 
and 342 heathen; in all 1555. Two 
years ago an effort was made in one of 
the districts to establish mixed night 
schools, in the hope that adults might be 
induced to attend after the labors of the 
day were over. This experiment has 
proved very successful, and is likely to be 
tried extensively throughout the entire 
mission. By this means a very interest- 


ries, the greater part of whose time is 
given to this work, assisted by an efficient 
staff of native teachers. This institution 
has been in existence for many years, 
and the success and prosperity of our 
work generally, must in large measure 
be ascribed to the men who have been 
educated in connection with it, and are 
now actively engaged in the mission. A 
class of theological students left the sem- 
inary last year, and are now laboring in 


the capacity of evangelists; also six of 


ing class of people is reached and benefit- 
| ted, who could not otherwise be easily 
| brought under Christian and enlightening 
influences. In these night schools, which 
now number 18, there are 426 males, and 
80 females. 

The total number of schools of all de- 
scriptions in connection with the mission 
is 220, with an attendance of 5918 boys, 
and 1808 girls, making the goodly num- 
ber of 7726 scholars under regular daily 
instruction.—J. Duthie, in Ch. Work. 


DONATIONS. 
RECEIVED IN JANUARY, 1865. 


Maine. 
Lebanon, Mrs. M. B. Goodwin 
103; Warren, Ladies’ Bap. For. 
Miss. Soc., per E. A. Kenned 
tr., 12; Bethel, Millicent J. 
Newton 5; Hallowell, ch., 8. 
Hersey tr., 35; Bangor, Ist 
ch., per A. Thompson tr., 100; 
Kenduskeag, Rev. T. B. Rob- 
inson 15; Etna, J.C. Friend 5, 
per J. C. White, 120.04; 


New Hampshire. 

Concord, Pleasant st. ch., oa 

Dea. John Morgan, 31.50; 

Coos, E. A. Baldwin 1; Strat- 

ham, J. T. Smith 2; Nashua, 

Ist ch. 100; 

Vermont. 

Essex, ch., per P. C. Abbey tr., 

11.25; Richford, ch. 7; Bur- 

lington, ch., per E. A. Fuller, 

20.78; Montgomery, a female 

friend, of wh. 4 is for Bible 

distrib. in Burmah, 5; 

Massachusetts. 

Wendell, Thos. E. Sawin 2; So. 

Scituate, Rev. D. B. Ford, 

avails of preaching, 50; West 

Dedham, Fem. Mite Soc., per 

Betsey Baker tr.,6; Kingston, 

Rey. J. H. Tilton 21.26; Taun- 

ton, Philip E. Hill 30; So. 

Framingham, a female friend, 

5; No. Chelmsford, N. B. Ed- 

wards 5; 119.26 
Boston North Asso., Melrose, 

Sab. sch., per F. W. A. Ran- 

kin, 31; Malden, 1st ch., per 

Dea. A. R. Turner tr., to const. 

F. H. Ludington and A. R. 

Brown, H. L. M., 130.05; East 

Boston, Central 84. ch. 90; 

West Cambridge, ch., per Dea. 

T. O. Hutchinson tr., 50; East 

Boston, Central sq. ch., Chas. 

Wright, addl., tow. H. L. M. 

of Dea. Ransselaer Barker, 5; 

Charlestown, Ist ch., to const. 

Francis W. Vadmun H. L. M., 

per Dea. G. W. Little tr., 100; 406.05 
Boston South Asso., Brookline, 

ch., per Geo. Brooks tr., 46.50; 

Boston, Ist ch. 14.30; Boston, 

South ch., per D. M. Mayhew 

tr., 238.45; Shawmut ave. ch., 

E. D. Everett 50; 


. ch., per D. W. 
tr., 12.20; 

Franklin Asso., Shelburne Falls, 
ch., per J. B. Bardwell tr., to 
const. A. J. Sage H. L. M., 

Taunton Asso., New Bedford, 1st 

-, Sab. sch., per Adoniram J. 
Rice tr., 
Lowell Asso., Littleton, ch. 


142.20 


Providence, Rev. Dr. Waylan 
of wh. 25 is to be expend 
under care of Rey. B. C. 


Thomas, Henthada, and 25 


Donations. 


care of Rev. M. H. Bixby, 
Toungoo, Burmah, 50; Provi- 
dence, Brown st. ch., A. G. 
Stillwell tr., 203.03; R. I. 
Bap. State Con., Providence, 
1st ch., mon. con. 20.13; Paw- 
tucket, Ist ch., of wh. 100 is 
fr. Dea. Nahum Bates, to const. 
his son, Frank May Bates H. 
L. M., per Jas. Olney tr., 295- 
-54; per R. B. Chapman, tr. of 
Con., 315.67; Providence, an 
unknown friend, “avails 
gold beads,” per R. B. Cha 
man, 3; Providence, Dea. C. 
E. Hall, care of M. H. Bixby, 
for the Shans, 10; Portsmouth 
Grove, U. 8. Lovell General 
Hospital, M. H. 7.10; 


Connecticut. 

Litchfield, “friend” 50; Hart- 
ford, “a friend’’ 100; 

New York. 

Rochester, 8S. H. Phinney, tow. 
sup. of nat. pr. among the 
Shans, care Rev. M. H. Bixby, 
Toungoo, 70; Springfield, Mrs. 
Prudence Ingersol 5; Macedon, 
Dea. V. Perry 3; Buffalo, Ist 
German Bap. ch., per — 
Webster tr. of Asso., 15.30; 
Gloversville, Karen Sewing 
Soc., tow. sup. of Loo Bau, care 
of Rev. B. C. Thomas, Hentha- 
da, per Mrs. I. K. Sexton, 107- 
61; Sandusky, Freedom 
Welsh Bap. ch. 11.50; Ska- 
neateles, Alms ra Town 9; Del- 
hi, Rev. John Little 2; Brook- 
lyn, Carol Park Miss. sch., 

ea. Daniel Martin, supt., for 
the Assam Miss., care of Mrs. 
Ward, Sibsagor, 40; 

“<= per Rey. O. Dodge, Dist. 

ec., 

Worcester Asso., E. Worcester, 
ch. 9.35; Summit, 2nd ch. 10; 
W. Worcester, ch. 25; Mrs. 
Munger 1; Rev. A. Martin 1; 
Maryland, ch. 16.60; collection 
at semi-an. meeting 13.65; 

Hudson River So. Asso., W. P. 
Groom, mon. sub. tow. sup. 
of Rey. M. J. Knowlton, 75; 
Williamsburg, 1st ch., in part, 
248.12; a lady 1; 

Hudson River North Asso., 
Kingston, ch., bal. 34; East 
Hillsdale, ch. 15; 

Chenango Asso., McDonough 
ch. 3.48; a sister 5; Cent: 
Greene, ch. 10; Oxford and 
Greene, ch. 6; Pitcher, ch. 9; 
Coventry, ch 4.50; Oxford, ch. 
16.10; Plymouth, ch. 5; Tri- 
angle, ch. 10; 

a Asso., Thorn Hill, 


ch. 

Broome and Tioga Asso., Vestal 
Centre, ch. 

New York Asso., Brooklyn, East 
ch. 70.25; New York, North 
ch., Sab. sch., of wh. 26 is for 
Mrs. Wade's sch. and 26 for 
Mrs. Johnson’s sch., 106.90; 

Cortlandt Asso., Cincinnatus, ch. 
5; Hattie N. Brunell 2; a 


of 


150.00 


263.41 


824.12 


49.00 


177.15 
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275.04 
588.80 
134.50 
44.03 
76.60 
Salem Asso., Beverly, Ist ch., 
4 er Geo. Roundy, 130; Lowell 
69.08 
50.00 
8.25 
50.00 5.00 
15.00 
——1131.76 
4 Rhode Island. 
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friend 1; coll. at semi-an. meet- 
ing 34.25; 
Stephentown Asso., 
ing uest 0 os. Burns, a 
the Union Army, 
“his all,’ per Rev. Wm. Stod- 


42.25 
Stephen- 
13.00 


dart, 90.00 
Durhamville, 8. H. Fox, Esq., 
tow. sup. of Karen pr., care of 
Dr. Kincaid, Prome, Burmah, 60.00 
Essex and Champlain Asso., Jay, 
ch. 3; Essex Village, ch. 5.55; 
Keeseville, ch. 26.50; 35.05 
— 1212.91 
New Jersey. 
Newark, 5th ch. 15; Hamilton, 
“children,” per W. A. Kings- 
bury, 25 cts.; Elizabeth, ch., of 
wh. 19 is fr. Sab. sch., 45.55; 60.80 
Rev. W. V. Wilson, per Rey. O. 
Dodge, Dist. Sec. 30.00 
Coll. per Rey. Jas. French, Dist. 
Sec. 
East N. Jersey Asso., Perth Am- 
15.00 


y, ch. 
West N. Jersey Asso., Pitts- 
ve, ch. 9; Cohansey, Ist ch. 

80; 
151.10 
Ohio. 

Ashtabula, 8S. F. P. 5; Columbia, 
Sab. sch. 5; New Philadelphia, 
David Alter 3; Zanesville, 
Market st. ch., Sab. sch., in- 
fant class, per Lydia Bliss, 2; 
Rawsonville, Mrs. W. Nesbett 
4; Delta, Hiram P. Barlow 3- 
.70; Cherry Valley, David Col- 


by, 5; 

Coll. per Rev. James French, 
Dist. Sec., 

Scioto Asso., Lancaster, 1st ch., 
per N. M. Whitney tr., 

Salem Asso., Troy, ch., of wh. 5 
is fr. F. W. Tipton, 

Meigs Creek Asso., Newpo 
ch., Geo. Stewart, a decease 
soldier, 5; John Stewart 1; 
Rey. I. D. Riley 1; 


Pennsylvania. 


So. Auburn, Huldah Gregory 8; 
Reading, ch. and Sab. sch., per 
Geo. Frear, 50; Warren Gen- 
tre, “young ladies,’ per A. J. 
Whitaker, 3; Philadelphia, 
John P. Crozer 1000; 1061.00 

Coll. per Rey. James French, 

Dist. Sec., 

North Philadelphia Asso., Har- 
risburg, ch., “friend of mis- 
sions” 10; Manayunk, ch., of 
wh. 7.45 is fr. Sab. sch., 30; 
Davisville, ch. 5; 


84.20 


German- 
town, ch. 60.40; Hatboro’, ch., 
5 ea. tr. Gen. J. Davis, Rev. M. 
8S. Wood and Daniel Rorer, 3 
ea. fr. N. B. Johnson, Rev. G. 
Hand, and Benj. Propert, 2 ea. 
fr. D. Marple, H. Ashton, Har- 
rison Yerkes and C. Rorer, 1 
ea. fr. Mrs. Ervin, Lizzie Da- 
vis, Annie Ervin, Annie Wells, 
Marietta Wells, D. B. Dean, 


Donations. 


Ellie Ashton, Dr. C. H. Hill, 
C. Rorer, B. Rorer, Clara John- 
son, Rebecca Johnson, E. 
Richie, G. Bowen, Albert 
French and Bennett French, 
52; coll. 15.60; Sab. sch. 11- 
25; 78.85; 

Philadelphia Asso., Mrs. C. A. 
L., of wh. 5 is for nat. prs., 
January offering, 20; 11th ch. 
28; Brandywine, ch. 16.70; 
12th ch., of wh. 25.80 is fr. 
Sab. sch., tow. sup. nat. pr., 
care of Rev. J. L. Douglass, 
50; Spring Garden, Sab. sch., 
Miss. Soc., for nat. pr., care of 
Rev. E. Kincaid, 100; Upland, 
ch. 96.01; 

Pittsburg Asso., Pittsburg, 1st 
ch., of wh. 83 cts. is fr. John 
King, 11 yrs. of age, 10 fr. W. 
H. Everson, and 3 fr. J. 8S. 
King, 46.14; 4th ch., of wh. 5 
is fr. H. C. Lippincott, 8.50; E. 
Birmingham, ch. 2; Peters 
Creek, ch., Juv. Miss. Soc., 
per Miss Lizzie Angus tr., tow. 
he of nat. pr., care of Rev. 
J. L. Douglass, 55.65; 
Bradford Asso., East Smithfield, 


ch. 
seen Asso., Damascus, 1st 


ch. 
Centre Asso., Milesburg, Sab. 
sch., of wh. 1.24 is fr. the pri- 
vate miss. box of Master Stew- 
art Richards, 6; Shirleysburg, 
ch. 13; 


Illinois, 


Upper Alton, ch., per Washing- 
ton Leverett tr., mon. con. 23- 
-15; Beaver Creek, Louis La- 
cont 9; Lyndon, Congrega- 
tional, Sab. sch., tow. sup. of 
Rev. E. P. Scott’s Mikir sch., 
eg Assam, r Rev. 
W. D. Webb pastor, 26; Jack- 
sonville, Sab. Sch., For. Miss. 
Soc., of wh. 70 is tow. sup. of 
asst., care of Rev. E. P. Scott, 
Nowgong, Assam, per Charles 
KE. Wheeler tr., 120; Metamo- 
ra, “Western Prairie friends,’’ 
per Rev. M. L. Fuller, 5; 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Bloomfield Asso., Zion, ch. 4. 
93; Zolono, ch., Master A 
Judson Elliott 50 cts.; Oscar 
W. Elliott 25 cts. ; 

Carrolton Asso., Carrolton, ch., 
Wm. Paul, a soldier in the 
Army of the Cumberland 

Chicago Asso., Ringold, ch. 6- 
15; Elgin, ch., of wh. 100 is 
fr. Mrs. Jane W. Barker, tow. 
sup., of nat. Soa Gowahati, As- 

care Rey. M. Bronson, 

’ 

Djxon Asso., Ridott, James G. 
Burden, Ksq., 

Edwardsville Asso., Spanish 
Needle Prairie, ch. 13; Alton, 
1st ch., Sab. sch., for Dr. Bin- 
ney’s Theol. sch., 17.85; Up- 


Mrs. Heines, Marietta Yerkes, 
Esther Yerkes, Miss J. Childs, 


per Alton, Shurtleff College, 


184.25 


810.71 


112.29 


5.70 
8.10 


183.15 


5.00 


1.00 
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19.00 
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30.00 
— 
5.68 
|_| 
168.49 
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Miss. Soc., 10; 40.85 
Fox River Asso., Warrenville, 

ch. 22.60; Plainfield, cn., tow. 

sup. of Oungyee, care of Rev. 

D. L. Brayton, Rangoon, 17; 39.60 
Galesburg Asso., Galesburg, ch. 111.30 
Illinois River Asso., Peoria, Ad- 

ams st. ch., a friend 
McLean Asso., Bloomington, ch., 

a Sab. sch. boy, for Bibles 

among the heathen, per Rev. 


D. Read, 5.00 
Ottawa Asso., Granville, ch. 4; 
Mendota, ch. 6; 10.00 


Quincy Asso., Payson, ch., Sab. 
sch., tow. sup. of boy in Rev. 
E. P. Scott’s sch., Nowgong, 


Assam, 10.00 
Rock Island Asso., Edgington, 
ch. 1.00 


Rock River Asso., Rockford, 
State st. ch, of wh. 31 is for 
Bibles in Burmah, - 74.50 


Indiana. 


Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Northern Indiana Asso., Crown 
Point, ch. 

Sand Creek Asso., Napoleon, ch., 
J. D. Stapp, Exq , 

Tippecanoe Asso., LaFayette, 
ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. of stu- 
dent in Key. Dr. Binney’s 
Theol. sch., Rangoon, Bur- 
mah, 27.12 


Towa. 


Winterset, John McLeod, for 
Burman Mission, 

Coll. per Kev. 8. M. Osgood, 

Dist. Sec., 

Bediord Asso., coll. at Asso., per 
Rev. C. C. Baird, 7.75 

Cedar Valley Asso., Waverly, 
ch., Rev. H. H. 

Davenport Assv., Mt. Olivet, ch., 
fund for sup. of Rev. J. E. 
Clough, 19; Hickory Grove, 
ch., tor sup. of Rev. J. KE. 
Clough, 6; Blue Grass, ch. 
3.10; 28.10 

Keokuk Aeso., Keokuk, ch., Sab. 
sch., tow. sup. of Kev. J. E. 
Clough, 10; tort Madison, ch., 
Sea. ir. Rev. C. F. Tolman, 
Mrs. Mary B. Tolman and W. 
C. Woodworth, tow. sup. of 
Rev. J. E. Clough, 30; Den- 
mark, ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. 
of nat. pr., care of Rev. E. A. 
Stevens, Kangvon, 10; 

Oskaloosa Asvo., Bluff Creek, 
ch., tow. sup. of Rev. J. E. 
Clough, 2.55 

South Western Iowa Asso., coll. 
at Asso., per Rev. C. C, 
Baird, 9.50 

Turkey River Asso., McGregor, 
ch., tow. sup. of Rev. J. E. 
Clough, 89.10 

Upper Des Moines Asso., Swede 
Bend, ch., tow. sup. of Rev. J. 

E. Clough, 7.05 

We-tern lowa Asso., Winte 
ch., of wh. 10 is fr. W. A. Eg- 
gleston and 13.60 fr. Sab. sch. 


Donations. 


675.57 


87.12 


with previous donas. fr. Oska- 
loosa Asso. to const. Wm. A. 
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Eggleston H. L. M., 53.50 


Colesburg, J 5 Graham, tow. 
sup. of kev. J. E. Clough, 


Michigan. 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 
Jackson Asso., Jackson, ch., in 


part, 

Kalamazoo Asso., Kalamazoo, 
Ist ch., of wh. 42.62 is fr. Sab. 
sch., for the sup. of Karen 


prs. 
Balance from Treasury of State 
Convention, 


Wisconsin. 


Wauwatosa, 0. J. Smith 

Coil. per Rey. 8. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Dane Asso., Columbus, ch., L. 
Wepp, Esq., 


1 
Dodge Asso., Fox Lake, ch. 16. 


La Crosse Asso., La Crosse, ch., 
Mrs. Mary H. Light 


Kansas. 

0. Bannon’s, E. 8. Gowdy 50 
cts.; L. Fk. Gowdy 1; Topeka, 
ch., per Rey. E. Alvard, 5.10; 

Tennessee. 

Memphis, 8. G. Silliman 

Canada. 

Woodstock, Rev. R. A. Fyfe 20; 
Caledonia, Robert Watson, per 
Rev. R. Telford, 5; 

Tie Chiu Mission. 

Monthly contrib. for 1863-4, per 
Rev. J. W. Johnson, 

Rangoon Mission. 

Contrib. of Rev. D. L. Brayton 


42.62 


125.95 


—— 174.42 


4.00 


25.00 


179.95 


68.18 


England and France. 


Collections, per Rev. A. Dez, 


Legacies. 
Vermillion, N. Y., Rev. Peter 
Witt, per E. Bartlett one of 
Exrs. in part, 
Zanesville, O., Peter Mills, per 
EK. T. Cox and A. Sullivan 
Exrs. in part, 


447.69 


7,316.67 


00 
— 1000.00 
$8,316.67 


Total from April 1, 1864, to Jan. 31, 1865, 


$52,494.58. 


Donations in Medicines. 


Philadelphia, Dr. D. Jayne and 
Son, 2 boxes for Tie Chiu Mis- 


sion, Rev. J. W. Johnson, 62.00 


8 boxes for the Maulmain, Bur- 
mah Mission, Rev. C. Hib- 
bard, 

2 boxes for the Ta ission 
Rev. D. Colbu...-. 

2 boxes for Mergui Mission, Rev. 
I. D. Colburn, 


400.00 


—— 962.00 


